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This season we are going to work to make it easier to become our customer.
 
First we are producing this catalog so everyone can learn about all the new plants 
we have. 

Second we will start delivering to retail nurseries and landscapers. Look on the 
inside of the back cover (page 32) for delivery costs  and other details.

We will provide quite a bit of information through the web site. It will have copies 
of the catalog. We will add more details about particular species and more photos.

Every week we will produce an E-mail availability and rating list. It will list all the 
plants on hand and give any special pricing, and rate the quality of each species 
that is ready for sale. Each E-mail will have the same list as a check list order form 
that you can fill out and e-mailed back to streamline ordering.

If you want to get on the list, go the web sit www.mcnealgrowers.com and send us 
a e-mail

There are 2 parts to having a nursery, grow-
ing plants and selling plants. I was always 
more interested in the former than the latter. 
For more than 25 year I have been growing 
and selling plants with one thing in mind, to 
look for and experiment with new plants for 
the landscape business. The first years that 
meant trying those plants that were grown in 
other parts of the country. With our climate 
and soils that had more failures than suc-
cesses. The in the mid 80’s entered a phase 
of collecting and testing Texas Native plants 
and  found that there are some native that 
would make good landscape plants and many 
others that would not. I expanded the search 
to species from surrounding areas like Mexico 
and the south west with same results, lots of 
great plants but only few suited for landscap-
ing. Now we are looking for new plants from 
round the world with one critical criterion; 
they must grow easily in our soils and cli-
mate. 
 So now we research new plant spe-
cies from all over the world to find out if they 
are adapted to our particular soils and cli-
mate. We have gone through large groups of 
plants like Palms, Grasses, Cycads, Gingers, 
Bulbs, Succulents and Ground Covers looking 
for species that can take our soils, our cold 
and heat and our erratic rainfall. We have 
found many and there are many more still to 
try. 
Over the last 25 years I was satisfied just 
growing plants and letting the plants sell 
themselves. But that didn’t really happen, all 
the wonderful plants I found were just sit-
ting in the nursery and I had to do a better 
job getting the word out and getting more 
of these plants to the public. I also decided 
to put more effort to creating educational 
material and broaden my customer base so 
there would be more outlets for the public to 
find these great new plants. I also decided to 
focus on growing smaller plants this way we 
could grow a more diverse selection of spe-
cies and so the public can afford to try a new 
plant for less than the price of a Burger meal.
 This is the first attempt and it will be 
a little slow, disorganized and our availability 
may go up and down pretty quickly till we get 
a little more experience and have more time 
to grow more plants. I expect to add new 
species pretty quickly throughout the season 
and over the next few years so keep an eye 
out. 
Owner;
Pat McNeal

Our Plan For McNeal Growers

McNeal Grower is a wholesale grower . 
We do not sell to or are open to the public.

Our hours of business are 8 am to 5 pm Monday through Friday. It may 
change slightly in the dead of the winter or the heat of the summer.

We are gladly open to our customers by appointment only. 
Please phone first and make sure we are not out on deliveries.

If you make an appointment to visit the nursery the easiest way 
to find us is to type in www.mcnealgrowers.com into GOOGLE 
and you get our site and a map to the nursery. You can also 
find our E-mail addresses.

Vital info for McNeal Growers.
Physical address; 105 twin creeks rd. Manchaca TX. 78652
Mailing address;     PO box 371 Manchaca TX. 78652

Office phone 512-280-2233
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Succulents
These are plants that can take heat and drought by storing  

the water they need internally.
A.      Agave bracteosa, “Calamar”, 
  This is a form of Agave bracteosa that I selected years back. The difference is the common 
Agave bracteosa pups up proliferously and ends up being a giant colony. Which can be nice 
but the shape of a single plant is really very striking. So Calamar is a non-colonizing selec-
tion, it stays a single plant for a very long time.  This agave grows in the same range and 
Queen Victoria Agave the rocky, dry deserts of north east Mexico. It is unique in that is has 
no spines and the leaves are soft. It is a very beautiful and kid friendly plant.

A.
Agave bracteosa

B. Agave funkiana, Blue lechaguilla, 
  This plant has narrow leaves with a distinct light stripe down the middle. It is bigger than 
Agave lechaguilla and the leaves grow about 3 feet long but rather upright so it only grows 
about 4 feet across. It forms colonies within a few years so give it some space. Again think 
hot, dry and rocky. Good garden soil or any soil really is not necessary just stay away from 
clay or anywhere that stay over wet during rainy periods. In the hot sun in a dry location this 
plant will have a ghostly blue-grey look.

                     B. 
Agave funkiana 

C. Agave gentry, “Jaws”, Succulent. 
This is a medium sized agave that grows to about 3 to 4 feet tall and around. This is a desert 
agave and is happy in the driest, rockiest places in full sun. It can grow in clay soil as long 
as it’s well drained and dry. This is a selection of a Mexican species that has very large and 
distinct brown teeth on the leaf margins. It is green in color and got it name for the rows of 
teeth that remind one of a shark.

C.
Agave gentryi”Jaws”

D. Agave havardiana, Davis Mtn. Agave, Succulent. 
  This is the one Agave you can see in the Davis Mountains of West Texas. Out there in the 
dry air it looks very grey but here in the more humid air tends to look greener. It’s a big 4-5 
foot plants when full grown.  This is another desert plant so give it a dry, hot, rocky place 
and stay away from wet or heavy soils. This species grows in almost pure gravel with excel-
lent drainage and does it best in that kind of place. It can stand some shade like in a thinned 
out cedar brake, which is really close to it home in the pinion pines. 

D.
Agave havardiana

E. Agave Montana, Alpine maguey, 
  This is one of those Agaves with lots of leaves making it look like a cabbage. It grows in the 
high mountains of eastern Mexico. It is common in the pine forest there. The high mountains 
are dry and the air is dry so keep this planted where the drainage is perfect. It is not as 
heat tolerant as the desert species and can take some part day shade. The leaves are a nice 
medium green and the new spines and teeth are cinnamon brown so it’s a nice contrast. This 
one gets 4-5 feet so give it some room.

E.
Agave montana

F. Agave monatana, “Mr Ripple”,
  You can tell  Agave montana is a by it’s name a high elevation species found in the 
mountains of north eastern Mexico. It’s drought tolerant, heat tolerant and cold tolerant, 
but doesn’t like heavy, wet soils like the other agaves. It will grow decent in part sun. This 
selection gets its name from the cool wavy, undulating leaf margins which gives it a distinct 
outline.  It’s tough, rugged and grows to about 4 feet around and tall so give it some room in 
a planting.

F.
Agave montana “Mr.Ripple”

G. Agave Parryi var. truncata, Silver Artichoke,  
  Agave parryi ranges over northern Mexico into Arizona and some forms can be found high 
in the mountains.  The leaves on this form are squarish instead of tapering hence truncate in 
the name. With the smaller leaves this plant is more compact, only 2-3 feet tall and around 
making look like a large cabbage or artichoke. It is a nice grey to silver color. It is one of 
the faster agaves to bloom and when it does bloom it sends up a spectacular purplish bloom 
spike. Most agaves die when they bloom but this one sends out many little pups around it so 
as the center parent dies the little babies take over. 

G.
Agave parryi var.truncata

H. Agave striata, Espadin, 
 This is a cold hardy agave that has round leaves about the thickness of a pencil. They make a 
nice globe shape about 2-3 tall and around. There is only a spine at the tip of the leaf but they 
are like spears so don’t plant this next to walk ways and in a place where some is liable to run 
into them. They want full sun, hot and dry conditions. Good soil is not necessary so they can 
be planted is the roughest, most unimproved part of a landscape. They grow in very dry loca-
tions so even in a year that we get less than 20 inches of rain they do fine. Some individuals 
get a nice purple color in the cold and dry times 

H.
Agave striata

I. Agave victoriae-reginae, Queen Victoria Agave,  
This small agave is probably the most unique of all the agave. It grows to about 18 inches 
across and is very compact with lots of leaves. The leaf margin imprints leave white lines 
and the leaves are thick and triangular with no marginal spines. It grows among the rocks 
in the deserts east of Monterrey Mexico so it can with stand drought and heat. It is such a 
unique beauty it should be planted close by where it can be seen.  I would like to see more 
mass planting because it is so easy to grow and such a strikingly beautiful plant.

I.
Agave-victoriae-reginae

J. Agave hyb. “Sharkskin Shoes”, 
 This is a cross between Agave ferdinandi-regis x Agave scabra. It is smallish like Ferdinadi-
regis and lacks the teeth on the leaf margins like that parent. It gets maybe 2-3 feet across 
full grown and is a beautiful selection. The leaves are dark green and slightly rough that gives 
the leaves a unusual sheen to them. Both parents are desert species so dry, hot and rocky 
is better than wet and clay. It also can stand the summer sun. It is a good choice for small 
spaces. 

J.
Agave “SharkskinShoes”
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A. Aloë aristata, Torch Aloe,  

  This is one a cute little aloe. Maybe 6 inches tall and forms a nice little colonies. It is al-
most too small for landscaping but it is perfect for a gravel or dish garden. It‘s cold hardy 
down into the low twenties and can take heat, drought and sun. Just make sure the soil 
has super good drainage.

A.
Aloe aristata

B. Aloë humilis, Spider Aloe, 
   This is one of the petite aloes and it only gets 1 foot tall and clumps up rapidly. The 
leaves are rough with little soft spines covering them. Plant in full sun to part shade and 
make sure the soil is well drained. It is cold hardy into the low twenties and will bloom 
right at the beginning of spring. The flower spikes are short maybe 18 inches with three 
or four bright orange flowers at one time. The size of this plant makes it perfect form B.

Aloe humilis 

C. Aloë  hyb. “Blue Blazer” 
   This a nice cold hardy Aloë. I am still trying to track down the parentage of this plant. One 
parent is Aloe striata. It has broad leaves that are bluish- grey and edge teeth are slightly 
orange-ish. The plant is about 18 inches tall. It will pup up and eventually forms a nice 
colony.  It can take temperatures in to the teens but the blooms freeze off on the twen-
ties. Plant it in a dry, well drained soil. If you plant it on a south facing slope, that should be 
enough warmth to hold its flowers.  The flowers are nice orange color that start in February 
and continue through April.

C.
Aloe blue blazer

D. Aloë hyb, “Blue Elf”, 
  This is another small cute Aloe like spider aloe. It gets about 18 tall and forms up tight 
clumps. It looks best in a gravel or dish garden. It likes full sun to part shade and well 
drained, mineral soil. Stay away from wet soil that has a lot of clay. It is cold hardy down 
into the low twenties and would like to be planted on rocky, south slope. It blooms in the 
early spring with short one foot flower spikes that have five of six flowers at one time for 
two months.D.

Aloe“Blue Elf”

www.mcnealgrowers.com
3

F. Delosperma ashtonii, Fuchsia Ice plant, 
  Low sprawling succulent with dark purplish pink flowers. It get’s 4” tall and can spread 
out to 3 feet. It has gray fleshy leaves. Plant it in the full sun to part shade. Make sure the 
soil is really well drained. It is best if you keep the compost to a minimum. Try sand and 
gravel based soil mix. Don’t plant in wet heavy soil. Good on dry slopes. 

F.
Delosperma ashtonii

H.  Delosperma, hyb, Lesotho Pink , 
   A very low growing compact evergreen succulent. It grows 1-2 inches tall and up to 18 
inches around. Light Pink Flowers. Like all the Delosperma’s it is very cold hardy. It likes 
dry situations the best so plant in super well drained soil made up of sand and gravels. The 
flowers get up to the size of a quarter and are bright pink. It does best in more sun than 
shade.

E. Aloë  hyb  “Good As Gold”, 
  The cold hardiness of this plant is due to one of its parents, Aloe saponaria.  Good as 
Gold can take in to the teens once it has been established. The first couple of winters 
just put an upturned pot over the plant and that will protect it till it gets established.  The 
leaves are medium broad with white spots like A. saponaria. The flower spike is a 2 foot 
candelabra of bright orange flowers in the early spring time. Like most desert plants don’t 
plant in wet soils like clay, find a dry rocky spot on a south slope. 

E.
Aloe hyb. “Good as Gold”

H.
Delosperma lesotho pink

I. Delosperma,  hyb,  Lavender Ice,  
   This is another nice low growing cold hardy Ice plant. It gets 2-3 inches tall and can 
spread to 2 feet. The green foliage may turn a pretty purple tint in the cold.  It has nice 
iridescent pale lavender flowers in the late spring to summer. This plant like well drained 
soil that is low in compost and high in sand and gravel. It does well on dry slopes or rocky 
places.

I.
Delosperma Lavender Ice

G. Delosperma ashtonii, Blut,
  This is a more compact selection than the species. It only grows to an inch or 2 tall. Grow 
it the same way as the species. The flowers are much darker purple than the species.
If you grow it in a hot a dry spot the flower tend to be more intense.

G.
Delosperma ashtonii Blut

J. Delosperma,  nubigenum,  Yellow Ice plant, 
This is a change of pace for ice plants, it has bright yellow flowers. It 
gets about 2-3 inches tall and spread to 2 feet. It loves well drained 
soil and sunny dry locations. Try it in a rock garden of let it cascade 
down a wall. J.

Delosperma nubiginum 



A. Drosanthemum Speciosus, “Pele”Dew Flower, 
This is another South African succulent it is a more bushy type of ice plant. It grows about 
2 feet tall and about 3 feet around. It wants sun and a dry, rocky site. Make sure it is in a 
place that doesn’t stay wet long. It has succulent leaves and branches that get woody after 
a few seasons. The flowers start in the spring and open during the day time. The name 
Pele is for the Hawaiian god of  volcanoes and the flower looks like lava, yellow in the cen-
ter and getting darker red towards the tips. It is spectacular when in bloom.

A.
Drosanthemum “Pele”

B. Dyckia brevifolia, Green Selections, 
  Dyckias are easy to grow cold tolerant bromeliads like pineapples. They come in a wide 
variety of colors and shapes. They are drought tolerant but can stand more water than 
agaves. Unlike Agave they bloom every year with fantastic bright flowers. This is a bright 
green species. We have various selections that vary in size and length of the leaves. The 
can grow into clumps about 4 feet around. The smaller ones are no more than 18 inches. 
The like full sun and well drained soil and will do fine on just rain fall, but will look better 
with some care. The flowers are on tall 3-4 foot spikes of bright lemon yellow.

B.
Dyckia brevifolia

C. Dyckia platyphyllus, Green,
  One of the true species we grow. This is a smaller species, it grow 18 inches tall and the 
same around. The leaves are purple-olive to green depending on sunlight and fertility of the 
soil. Plant them in the part sun or shade in well drained soil. They do respond to fertilizer 
well and that speeds growth. Personally I like them planted in with other succulent in beds 
dressed with gravel. They don’t need water but like many plants look better with a couple 
watering in the summer months. Flowers are bright orange about the color of cheetos.

Limited availability

C.
Dyckia platyphylla, Green

D. Dyckia platyphyllus, Silver,
This is the same plant as the one above. The difference is this one has fuzzy silver leaves 
that gives it a different look. 
Dyckias are great as a specimen or as a group planting either way they are spectacular in 
the garden. Combine that with how easy they are to grow that makes them an essential for 
any garden.        Limited availabilityD.

Dyckia platyphyllus, Silver
E. Dyckia fosteriana, Cherry Cola, 
  This is a selection of D. fosteriana. The leaves are longer, thinner and there are more 
of them than D. platyphyllus. It was selected for it’s beautiful dark purple-red color. Full 
grown it is a bout 16-20 inches tall. It forms clumps which can get 30-36 inches around. 
As the leaves get longer they tend to droop or re curve downward which makes it a nice 
specimen for a small container. They can take full sun but look better in afternoon shade. 
Grow in well drained soil and water a few times each month during the summer. They have 
bright orange flower spikes in the late spring.  Limited availability

E.
Dyckia Cherry Cola

F. Dyckia hyb. Purple selections.
  These are hybrids of some cold hardy parents. They form colonies, growing to about 2 
feet tall and across. Leaves are various of shades of purple to almost black. Flowers yellow 
to orange on 3 foot spikes. Requirements of growth are the same as the others, Full sun to 
part shade, well drained soil with plenty of sand and gravel. Water well once or twice each 
month in the summer.        Limited availability

F.
Dyckias Purple Selections

                                       Echeveria. 
These are hardy succulents from Mexico. There are many species but some are from frost free areas so we have been 
experimenting to find those that can withstand our climate. Most come from dry, rocky mountain areas. The soil needs to be 
well drained. A slope or built up beds with mineral soil work the best. They don’t need lots of organic matter. Since the cold 
hardy species are mountain species they do like protection from the afternoon summer sun. All of the species don’t mind 
brief periods of wet but don’t let them stay wet for extended periods. They are perfect for small spots and dish gardens of 
planters. The send up nice blooms spikes 6-12 inches tall of nice pastel colors of pinks yellows and oranges.

G. Echeveria difractens,
 This is a medium sized plant to about 8 inches across. It has a dark bronze-ish tint to the 
leaves. It blooms quite a bit and the spikes are taller up to 10-12 inches with nice orange to 
pink blooms. This one also puts out a lot of new shoots so it eventually grows into a colony 
of plants

G.
Echeveria difractens

H. Echeveria elegans, Mexican Hens and Chicks
  A small to medium sized plant. It grows to about 6 inches across. It is silver blue under 
normal conditions. If it gets cold or dry the leaf tips will turn pink to red. The Flower spikes 
are short 4-6 inches tall with pink and yellow flowers. This species does send up pups and 
can almost be a ground cover. This species is cold hard into the low 20’s. Make sure you 
don’t water this plant or Echeverias during cold weather 

H.
Echevaria elegans

I. Echeveria elegans, Grij-rood, 
  Another variant of E. elegans, it is a little bigger with flatter leaves and more gray than 
blue. This is a relatively new selection from Europe. Since it is a selection of elegans it 
should have the same culture as E. elegans. It should be cold hardy, drought tolerant as the 
others.

I.
Echeveria grijs-rood 
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A. Echeveria elegans, Perle Von Nurmberg,

  This selection is somewhat bigger than the species. It is also has more red pigment in the 
leaves. The leaves are a bit wider and a little thinner. The flower spikes tend to have bigger 
and more leaves than the species. The flowers are in tighter clusters nearer the top of the 
flower spike. It wants the same conditions as the other Echeverias, well drained, dry soil 
with some protection from the sun during summer afternoons. 

A.  Echeveria perle von 
nurnberg 

B.	 Echeveria	prolifica,	

  This is a smallish species that grow to about 4 inches. The leaves are thick and gray. It 
produces a good number of pups at a young age. It also produces them on modified flower 
spikes. So it is very prolific. It tends to make so much vegetative growth that flower produc-
tion is inhibited and the flower stalks may just have new baby plants instead of flowers. The 
small plants do form colonies of a large number of plants. B.

Echeveria prolifica 

C. Echeveria pulidonis,

  It is a medium sized plant up to 5 inches across. The leaves are thickened and roundish 
and can have pink-reddish tip and margins. It has nice Yellow flowers.

C.
Echeveria pulidonis

D. Echeveria runyonii, 

  Medium sized plants up 6 inches across. The leaves blue gray and are re curved from the 
midline of the leaf. The flower spikes are short, flowers are pink on the outside and orange 
on the inside. This is a plant from the limestone cliffs of northern Mexico and loves our bare 
rocky soil. It grows high enough up above 6000 feet so it is very cold hardy. Just protect it 
from the summer afternoon sun.D.

Echeveria runyonii 

E. Echeveria runyonii, Topsy Turfy, 

  The leaves on this selection are even more re curved and they also have ripples in the 
leaves to give it a very distinct ruffled look. It grows in the same conditions as E. runyonii. 
Since Echeverias are on the small side it is worth while to plant them close to walking and 
seating areas so they can be seen.

E.    
Echeveria runyonii 

‘Topsy Turvy’

F. Echinocereus pentalophus, Lady Finger cactus,
This a interesting and beautiful Cactus from south Texas. It looks like fingers growing out 
from the center. Each finger is about ½ inch around and gets about 4-6 inches long. A full 
grown clump can have up to 50 fingers. The fingers lay flat against the ground so the plant 
doesn’t get more than a 8 inches tall. The clump can get about 1 foot across. It wants full 
sun and rocky soil that is dry. They do really well in dish gardens or hanging baskets. When 
it blooms it is spectacular. They are cover with 2 inch lavender blooms. A full grown plant 
can have 30-50 blooms each day. They bloom in the summer after rains. 

F.
Echinocereus pentalophus

                            Graptopetalum. Ghost plant
These are cold hardy succulents from Mexico. There are only few species but there are lots of new hybrids between Grap-
topetalum and sedums called Graptosedums and Graptopetalum and Echeverias called Graptoverias ( there are also Sedum/
Echeveria crosses called Sedumverias look under sedum). All of them are pretty easy to grow. They like the sun but prefer 
some shade from the afternoon summer sun. Like most succulents them need good drainage and very drought tolerant. They 
prefer mineral soil with low levels of organic matter or clay. They work well has a landscape plant or specimen in any type of 
smaller planters or dish gardens.

G. Graptopetalum paraguayense. Ghost Plant,
  
  This is the most common of all the Graptopetalums in use. It grows about 8 inches tall 
and each stem has a rosette at the end of each stalk. They readily form new stalks from the 
base and a full grown clump can be a foot or 2 across.

G.   Graptopetalum  
paraguayense

 H. Graptopetalum Superbum. Pink Ghost Plant, 

  This species may be just a selection of G. paraguayense. It leaves are flatter and instead 
of pale gray it has a slight pink tint to the leaves. It is also a bit shorter and more compact.
Like other ghost plants this is a tough garden plants that needs little care once established

H. 
Graptopetalum superbum

I. Graptosedum x hyb, Darly Sunshine,

  The Grapto sedum hybrids tend to be somewhat smaller and the leaves are rounder and 
shorter. This selection also has a pink to purple tint to the leaf tips.  They need the same 
care as Graptopetalums, well drained soil and a dry place in the sun. 

I.    Grapto-sedum hybrid-
Darley Sunshine 
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A. Graptosedum x hyb, Vera Higgins, 
  
  Another Grapto sedum hybrid. Leaves smaller and red to pink tint. This hybrid looks 
just like a Graptopetalum. It gets about 1 foot tall and a good sizes clumps can get 2 feet 
around. It blooms in the late spring early summer with stalks of yellow flowers.

A.  Grapto-sedum 
“Darley Sunshine” 

B. Lampranthus x hyb, Cherry bomb,
  Lampranthus are the Ice Plants. There are desert succulents that make evergreen Ground 
covers. The lower the branches are somewhat woody. The leaves and upper stems are more 
succulent. The upper leaves and stems have a grayish tint to them. This selection gets about 
1 foot tall and will spread to about 3 feet. The most important thing to do when you plant 
his is to make sure the soil is super well drained. It helps is the soil is not to rich. Lampran-
thus are great on a slope which is always well drained. Plant in full sun and don’t over water. 
This plant gets its name from the bright, bright! Magenta pink flowers that are spectacular.

B.    Lampranthus
 “Cherry Bomb”.

C. Lampranthus stipulaceus, Gray Ice Plant, 

 This plant is a lot like “Cherry Bomb”. It is more compact and only gets about 8” tall. It is a 
tad smaller around only getting 2-2/12 feet across. The big difference is “Cherry Bomb” has 
a bright reddish flower, where this species has flowers that are more blue-purplish. It still 
needs super well drained soil on a rocky slope or other type of succulent garden.

C.
Lampranthus stipulaceus

D. Oscurlaria deltoides, Red Stem Oscar, 
  It kind of resembles Ice plant but the succulent leaves are three sided with points along 
the edges. Low growing plant about 18 inches tall and spread to more than 3 feet around. It 
wants to be treated like a cactus, mineral soil, little water and well drained soil. The stems 
are bright red which is attractive. It blooms during the summer with little purple daisy like 
flowers. It is a very tough, heat and drought tolerant evergreen ground cover.

D.
Oscularia deltoides

E. Pachyphytum bracteosum. Mexican Moonstones, 
  These are fine little succulents from Mexico. They are cold and heat tolerant. Our erratic 
rainfall doesn’t bother them. You need to make sure the soil is well drained because the 
one thing they don’t like is water logged soil. Full grown they are about 8 inches tall and a 
clump may get 12 inches across. They are great in cactus and succulent gardens, mixed in 
with other desert type plants and used in raised or elevated type beds. They are also small 
enough to work good in the cracks of rock work. They like full sun but can grow is some 
shade. Once established they don’t need much water. This species live up to its Latin name 
“Fat Leaves”.

E.
Pachyphytum bracteosum 

F. Pachyphytum compactum. Dwarf Mexican Moonstones, 
  This species has rounder more pointed leaves and is about half the total size, about 5 
inches tall and clusters about 8 inches across. They withstand drought, heat and cold down 
in to the low 20’s and like to stay dry and grow in well drained dry soil. It does equally 
well with other desert plants and succulents. These are the kind of plants that appreciate a 
gravel mulch instead of an organic mulch. F.

Pachyphytum compactum

G. Pachyphytum hookeri. Hooker’s Moonstones, 

  Hooker’s moonstones are another tough little succulent than is heat, cold and drought 
tolerant. Like the others they want full sun, well drained mineral soil that stays dry and is 
never soaked. This is another small plant about 6 inches tall and the cluster getting about 
8 inches across. Their small size means they should be planted close to where you can see 
them instead in the back of the landscape.

G.
Pachyphytum hookeri.

H. Ruschia Radicans, Necklace Vygie,

  The name is odd for such a cool Plant. It is another ice plant like succulent from South 
Africa. This has the cold hardiness we need for our areas. It wants full sun, dry, well drained 
soil in a warm spot. A rocky south facing slope is the perfect place. It gets about 1 foot tall 
and spreads out to 3-4 feet. It makes a good choice to cascade over a wall. It also looks 
good planted in cracks and crevices in rock works and in rock walls. H.

Ruschia radicans

                                    Sedum, Stonecrop. 
  This is a large group of small succulents. Here in the south they struggle in the heat in the full 
sun. They do the best in the shade. They can take some morning sun but they can die out in the 
full sun in the summer. Sedums like well drained soil that has low amounts of organic matter. You 
want to avoid soil that has lots of clay or stays to wet. You can use sedums as a ground cover or 
as specimens in cracks and crevices in rock work. Most don’t get taller than a few inches some will 
get to 8-12 inches tall. Many have nice flowers.

I. Sedum acre, Golden Stone crop. 

 This is one of the tiny green plants that only gets a few inches tall. The foliage is a bright 
gold yellow. The plant is covered with bright yellow flowers when it is in bloom. If you can 
keep it cool in the summer this is a great evergreen ground cover.

I.
Sedum acre aureum
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A. Sedum album, Coral Carpet, 

This selection have reddish foliage and lots of pink to red flowers when to blooms. It gets 
about 6 inches tall and the colonies get up to 18 inches. A very attractive evergreen ground 
cover. Be sure to give this one some shade.

A.      Sedum album 
‘Coral Carpet’

B. Sedum album, White stone crop, 

 This is the original species with tiny white flowers that cover the plant when they bloom. 
It gets about 6 inches tall and make clumps 16 inches across. Like most of these small 
sedums it looks good where it can grow around and over rocks and rock work.

B.
Sedum album

C. Sedum album var. nigrum,

  It’s name is the white flowered sedum that is black. This is a 4” tall sedum that has gray 
to black foliage. The leaves are very small which makes this sedum look like a dark moss. 
The color and intensity depends on how you grow it. The harsher the conditions the darker 
the color.

C.
Sedum album var. nigrum

D. Sedum album,  Murale, 

The evergreen foliage is green during the growing season and in periods of drought can 
turn purple and in the winter during cold spells it can get very dark. It gets 4-6 inches tall 
and up to 2 feet across. Like all Sedum albums it has white flowers in the late spring to 
early summer.D.

Sedum album murale

E. Sedum bithynicum, Turkish Stonecrop,

 Turkish Stone crop is a new for central Texas, it comes from the rocky limestone hillsides 
of Turkey. It is a very fast spreader that can be used as an area ground cover. No taller 
than 3”, but can spread up to 30 inches in a matter of months. It is evergreen like all the 
sedums, this one has gray-green leaves that are very tiny.

E.
Sedum bithynicum

F. Sedum Carnicolor,   Ghost Stonecrop,

This semi mysterious sedum resembles a Graptopetalum. We will be looking into what 
exactly the history is for this plant. One thing we know is it is a great landscape plant. It is 
one of the bigger sedums. It grows to about 6 inches tall and it has many big rosettes of 
blue gray with pink highlights. It wants all the same care that a sedum would want. F.

Sedum carnicolor

G. Sedum Adolphii, Pale Stonecrop,
  
  This is another suspicious Sedum of mysterious background. It again may be a sedum 
hybrid but it’s obtuse background doesn’t effect what a great plant it is. It is a bigger type 
of Sedum. It grow up to about 4 inches tall. The leaves are a pale green and under some 
conditions like dry and cold the tips turn pinkish.

G.
Sedum adolphii

H. Sedum divergens, Old Mans bones,

  What great name I love it. In the wild it grows on exposed rocky sites. It’s foliage can 
turn from green to red or yellow when it cold or dry. It gets about 6 inches tall a makes 
small clumps covered with yellow blooms.

H. 
Sedum divergens 

I. Sedum japonica senanese, Sen Sen Stonecrop, 

It doesn’t take much to guess where this sedum came from. This Japanese native grows 
in little mounds about 4 inches tall and 8 inches around. In the summer it is covered with 
clusters of bright yellow flowers.

I.
Sedum-japonica

J. Sedum lineare, Variegated Stone crop,

These plants make the tightest little golf ball sized clumps. They are maybe 4 inches 
around and are so dense they look solid. The leaves have white variegation and some 
leaves are all white. This one doesn’t spread and is great for small dish gardens.

J.
Sedum lineare varigatum 
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A.	 Sedum	middendorffianum,	Pine	Sedum,	

  The leaves on this sedum look like pine needles. It will only get about 4 inches tall and 
the leaves are a nice medium green color. That’s a nice contrast with the yellow flowers 
which cover this plant.

A.
Sedum middendorffianum  

B. Sedum palmeri, Monterrey Stonecrop, 

  The stalks of this fine plant look like mushrooms or umbrellas. The leaves are flat and 
form rosettes at the top of the stalks. The stalks can get 12 inches tall. This Sedum has 
big flower clusters of bright yellow in February. It grows on cliff faces in the mountains 
around Monterrey Mexico. B.

Sedum palmeri 

C.	 Sedum	reflexum,	Gray	Stonecrop,

  The various selections of Sedum reflexum all have thin leaves that resemble needles and 
are various shades of gray. This little sedum looks like a miniature prostrate juniper. It a 
nice blue gray color that grows about 3 inches tall and spread up to 18 inches.

C.
Sedum reflexum 

D.	 Sedum	reflexum,	Silver	crest,

  This is a selection with nice silver foliage. It gets about the same size as the other S. re-
flexum. It has nice bright yellow flowers in late spring early summer that contrast well with 
the silver foliage. It grows about 3 inches tall and spread out to about 16 inches.

D.
S. reflexum “Silver crest”

E.	 Sedum	reflexum,	Golden	reflex	Stonecrop, 

  A selection of sedum with golden yellow foliage. It gets about the same size as the other 
S. reflexum. This is a very good choice to plant in the dry shade. The foliage is so bright 
it makes the shade less dark. It grows under the same conditions as the other sedums. It 
gets about 4 inches tall and can spread to 24 inches.

E. 
Sedum reflexum

F. Sedum rupestre, “Angelina “, 

  This is fine little sedum that has golden foliage. It stands out well in the shade and a good 
contrast against dark rock or other dark features. It a bit bigger and looser than the Gold 
form of S. reflexum. Angelina gets up to 10 inches tall and can get 30 inches across. It is a 
good choice if you have a lot of ground to cover. F.

Sedum rupestre“Angelina”

G. Sedum rubrotinctum, Green Stonecrop, 

  Called Jelly bean plant because the leaves look like Guess what? Nice medium sized 
plants. This is a green selection that changes color during either dry periods or cold spells.
This plant is found in Mexico and is not as frost tolerant as most sedums. It is such a nice 
plant it is worth finding a protected place for it.

H.
S. rubrotinctum “Aurora”

H. Sedum rubrotinctum, “Aurora”,

  This selection has nice pink tints to the leaves. It gets about 3 inches tall and is a more 
compact growing selection than the species. It is also a little frost tender so find a nice 
protected spot to grow this jewel. 

G.
Sedum rubrotinctum

I. Sedum sexangulare, Twisted stem Stonecrop,

 The branches on the sedum twist as they grow making them look like little blue drill bits. 
The foliage is green but changes to rose-copper in the cold or if it gets dry. Grows about 
8 inches tall and spreads about 12 inches around. It is covered with nice yellow flowers 
when it blooms.

I. 
Sedum sexangulare

J. Sedum spurium, “John Creech”,

  Sedum spurium unique sedum species with many selections. The leaves on all of them 
are shaped like a scallop shell and may get as big as the nail on your little finger. They 
make a fast growing ground cover that gets about 8 inches tall. This selection has red 
leaves and pink clusters of flowers. J.

S. spurium“JohnCreech”
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A. Sedum spurium, “John Creech”,

  This is unique sedum species with many selections. The leaves on all of them are shaped 
like a scallop shell and may get as big as the nail on your little finger. They make a fast 
growing ground cover that gets about 8 inches tall. This selection has red leaves and pink 
clusters of flowers. This is a very nice selection.

A.
S. spruium“JohnCreech”

B. Sedum spurium, Fuldaglut,

 OK this is not an attractive name for a pretty plant. It has olive to bronze foliage with 
red cluster of flowers. It is a little shorter maybe 4-6 inches than the other spurium se-
lections. This selection blooms more than some of the other sedums.

B.
S. spurium Fuldaglut 

C. Sedum spurium, Pink Jewel, 

  This selection is lower growing than most S. spuriums at 3 inches tall. It has green foliage 
and light pink to peach colored flowers. This has a nice contrast between the green foliage 
and the  medium pink Flowers.

C.
S. spurium  Pink Jewel 

D. Sedum spurium, “Schorbuser Blut”,

  The English translation for the German name is Dragons blood. This is one of the older 
selection. It has stood the test of time as a tough and easy to grow evergreen ground 
cover.
The foliage is green to burgundy depending on the time of year and how dry you keep 
them. The flowers a deep rich red color.D.   S. spurium 

“Schorbuser blut”

E. Sedum spurium, “Tricolor”, 

  This is the most unique of all the selections of S. spurium. The leaves have thick white 
bands on them and the white is also tinted pink so the leaves are composed of three 
colors. Like many variegated plants this one is not happy in the full sun so find a nice 
shady spot. 

E.
Sedum spurium “Tricolor”

F. Sedum texanum, Texas Stonecrop,
 
  The genus was changed to Lenophyllum but we still call it a sedum. You find this plant 
down on the coast where it grows on sand dunes. It grows about 8 inches tall and 
spreads a foot or two. It blooms in the late fall and the bees love it. Any plant that grows 
on sand will need the absolute best drained soil you can provide. This kind of a fragile 
plant but all the leaves that fall off make a new plant.

F. 
Sedum texanum

G. Sedevaria hyb, Burrito Stonecrop,
 
Sedeveria is a Echeveria-Sedum hybrid. It’s parents are Sedum moranium and Echeveria 
derenbergii. There are more and more findung their way into the nursery business. This 
plant  makes stems like long chains up to 1 foot long. This makes it a fine choice to cas-
cade over walls. It looks good in hanging baskets. It blooms  in the spring with nice pink 
flowers. 

G.
Sedeveria  “Burrito”

                            Nolinas, Sotols and Yuccas.
  This group of plants are Desert shrubs that all have long linear leaves. They all are drought and heat tolerant. They can 
withstand the cold we have in central Texas. Since they are so tough hand hardy you want to use them in places where other 
plants would struggle. None of this group will need any water besides rainfall so no irrigation, and they like well drained rocky 
gravelly soil so you can plant them in the native soil with out amendments. They shouldn’t be plant in shade or any type of 
deeper clay soil. These are plants for the hill country side of Austin not the prairie side over in east Austin.

H. Dasylirion quadrangulatum,  Mexican Grass Tree,

 This Sotol has no teeth on its leaves. The leaves are round so they look like wires or cable. 
There a lot more leaves per plant than some of the other stools. This is a good tough plant, 
it prefers thin, rocky soil.  It wants full sun all the time. Once it is established it won’t need 
any water, When they are young they look like a regular Sotol growing out of the ground 
but S. guadrangulatum in time will grow a trunk and it might grow to about  8 feet tall. Give 
it some space because it will get about 5 feet across.

H.
Dasylirion quadrangulatum

I. Dasylirion Texanum, Texas stool,
  This is the hill country Sotol. It is green and does have teeth on the leaf margins. Does 
best in the full sun with super well drained soil that is kept dry. You can plant this plant 
by just chipping a hole in the limestone and planting it in the rubble that came out of the 
hole. If you give a few watering to get it going it should never need water. This stool never 
gets a trunk. It grows to a half globe about 5 feet across. This is a good plant for a harsh 
spot and because of the spines don’t plant it to close to where people might walk into it. I.

Dasylirion texanum
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A.  Nolina lindheimeri, Basket grass,

  This is the hill country basket grass that has wide U-shaped leaves and a bloom stalk tall-
er than the leaves. It grows well in full sun in unimproved native soils that are well drained  
and composed of rocks gravel and sand. It is completely drought tolerant and does well on 
hot, bare, exposed slopes. It gets about 3 feet tall and about 5 feet around. 

A.
Nolina lindheimeri

B.  Nolina longifolia, Weeping palmita,

  This is our cold hardy pony tail palm. As it gets older it forms a trunk and a swollen base 
like a pony tail palm. In fact this used to be a Beaucarnea (Pony Tail palms) and now they 
are all Nolinas. This is great landscape plant, a patio specimen or as a spectacular group 
planting. The do best in full sun and decent garden soil as long as it is super well drained. 
The leaves are wider and long and once they form a trunk will weep to the ground. B.

Nolina longifolia
C.  Nolina texana, Sacahuistia,

  Nolina texana is common in the hill country. Like all nolinas it is evergreen. It can stand 
the heat, the cold and drought with out trouble. You can tell a plant is Nolina texana be-
cause the leaves are round like wires and the flower stalks are down in the foliage. Plant it 
any where the soil is dry and you have full sun it need no special conditions just don’t care 
for it much. No water, no mulch, no fertilizer, nada. It leaves are long and it looks good 
weeping over an edge or on a slope.

C.
Nolina texana

D. Yucca linearifolia, Narrow leaf Yucca, 

  This is small trunking yucca. In ten years its trunk may be 2 feet tall. The leaves are very 
thin and linear. They stick out forming a small globe a little bigger than a basketball. Like all 
Yuccas they want full sun and well drained, dry situations. They grow in any soil as long as it 
is not wet. Since they are so very tough you can use them in areas that are unimproved. A 
lot of what is Yucca queretaroensis is being sold as Yucca linearifolia.

D.
Yucca linearifolia

E. Yucca pallida, Pale leaf Yucca,

  Pale leaf  yucca has it’ trunk underground so all you see is the leaf rosette that grows 
right on the surface. The leaves on this species are a pale gray color and are about 16 
inches long, the overall plant is about 35 inches across. They tend to grow in colonies. This 
plant is found on dry prairies in the northern part of the state.  They grow best in full sun 
and dry soil that is well drained.

E.
Yucca pallida

F. Yucca reverchonii, Comstock Yucca,

  This yucca looks like and grows like pale leaf yucca except the leaves are green and it 
grows on the rocky hills of the southern edge of the hill country. It grows on the ground 
with no trunk and is about 30 inches around. They send up a 3-4 foot lower spike of white 
flowers every may. Like all the yucca plant in full sun in dry well drained soil.

F.
Yucca reverchonii

G. Yucca rupicola, Rock Yucca,

  Rock Yucca is one more trunk less yucca from the hill country that is about 30 inches 
around. The difference with this species is the leaves are twisted along the length of the 
leaves. It is also called twist leaf yucca. It is found on dry rocky sites around central Texas. 
Plant in the full sun, in dry well drained soil. It also blooms once a year with a 3-4 foot 
candelabra of waxy white flowers.

G.
Yucca rupicola 

H. Yucca thompsoniana, Thompson Yucca,

  Thompson Yucca is a short leaf Yucca that eventually gets about a 3-4 foot trunk. It grows 
out west past the Pecos river on dry rocky hills in the southwest part of the state. The leaves 
are maybe 18 inches and are stiff. Since it is so dry in its native habitat it only blooms in wet 
years. When it is planted here it can bloom almost every year. It has a stalk about 2-3 feet 
tall with clusters of white waxy flowers in the summer.H.

Yucca thompsoniana

I. Yucca treaculeana, Spanish Dagger, 

  This is the biggest native yucca in our area. It can get 10 feet tall and 6 feet around. The 
leaves are stiff and have a formidable spine on the end. It is very tough and grows well in 
native soil with no extra water. It does best in full sun in dry well drained soil. It is big so 
make sure you have enough room to plant it. It has a pretty big flower stalk of up to few 
hundred blooms of waxy white flowers that can be 3-4 feet tall.

I.
Yucca treaculeana
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                         Perennials
  This is a group of plants that live for many years. They grow part of the year and are dormant part of the 
year. There are some evergreen perennials but there aren’t many of them. What makes these plants useful is 
they bloom every year and many have a long blooming period so they can fill the garden with flowers and not 
need to be replaced every year. We have searched for many new kinds of perennials that are easy to grow in 
our soils, and with our weather. Not every perennial will grow in every spot you have to know the plant and 
the spot. Every garden has little micro climates where it might be more sunny or shady, Wet or dry and hot or 
cold. We have tried to find an array of plants for all those different micro climates.

A.	 Anisacanthus	quadifidus	var	wrigthii,	Dark	Hummingbird	
bush,
  This is a very adaptable evergreen to deciduous shrub. It grows to 3 feet tall and 
prefers the bright sunlight to grow the best. Like all the natives of western Texas it wants to 
be in dry, rocky soil and does less well in wet heavy clay soil. It stars slowly in late spring 
but continues to bloom with dark orange flowers till fall. It is a good butterfly attractor. A.

Anisacanthus quadrifidus

B. Bulbine frutescens, Orange bulbine,

  This a common garden plant with grass like leaves in clump up to 2 feet across. It has 
orange flower spikes above the foliage for many months during the growing season. Easy 
to grow and easy to care for, it likes decent garden soil and full sun. In the shade the 
leaves grow long and flop, the plant looks thinner and has less flowers. It also looks better 
with some water during the summer and during any other dry period.

B.
Bulbine frutescens orange

C. Bulbine frutescens, Yellow bulbine,

  This is the exact same plant as the other one, The difference is it has nice clear yellow 
flowers.

C.
Bulbine frutescens yellow

                                       Cannas.  
  They are mostly tall, perennial garden plants with tropical looking foliage and bright flower that blooms for months and 
months. They freeze down in the winter months and starts growing back from the roots the end of march. All species can 
grow in water and will like to be planted either where they get some water in the summer time or where water pools up. They 
like moist soil and don’t mind any soil as long as it holds water. It a great plant for the worst drained, clay areas. The spe-
cies we grow don’t have the garish big flower clusters; they have smaller more subtle flowers and more subtle colors. All our 
selections are tough, disease and insect resistant.

D. Canna glauca, Texas Canna,
  Our Native Canna is found in swampy areas down on the coast. It is a tall Canna that 
grows to 8 feet tall. The leaves are narrow long and tapering like a spear point and are 
covered with a whitish power which make a very attractive plant even when it’s not bloom-
ing. Like all Cannas it blooms a long time, almost the entire growing season. The flowers 
are singles on a stalk above the foliage, they are a pale buttery yellow and not the garish 
type, like most Cannas. Canna glauca and its hybrids don’t get canna leaf rollers D.

Canna glauca

E. Canna hyb, “Compact Salmon”,

   This is a very short compact Canna that gets maybe 3 feet tall. It is great for small 
areas. One of it parents is our native Canna glauca and it has narrow spear shaped leaves 
that are covered with grayish coating like it native parent. The flowers are a pastel salmon 
color, which blends well with other garden plants.

E.
Canna “Compact Salmon”

F. Canna indica x glauca, Tama tulipa,

  This is a Canna native to  the coast of Tamaulipas, Mexico. It is very tall up to 8 feet tall 
and has nice bicolor flowers. The flower petals are red and the base and yellow  towards 
the edge and it has some small red spots. The petals are narrow and you can see each 
flower on the stalk. As a child of glauca it is tough and has the same narrow leaves.  

G. Canna indica X warszewiczii, Red edge,

What makes this plant neat is the leaves are wavy and have a distinct red edge. It is a 
mid seized Canna that grows to about 6 feet tall. This plant has nice slim flower stalks 
with bright red flowers. An added attraction is this species is that it set seeds and the seed 
capsules are bright red and from a distance look like part of the flowers. This is another 
Mexican coastal plant that is a natural hybrid of two Mexican species.

H. Canna indca, “Old Bronze Giant”,

This is the old canna that has bronze to purple leaf color. The flowers are a nice bright 
orange that contrast well with the foliage. It grows to about 7 feet tall. It is a tough old 
selection that is pest and disease free.  

F.
Canna “Tama tulipa”

G.
Canna x warszewiczii

H.
Canna “Old Bronze Giant”
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A. Colocasia esculenta, Red Stem Elephant Ear, 
  Colocaisa is a tropical plant related to Taro of pacific islands. For us it is a deciduous pe-
rennial like Canna. In the winter it dies back to the ground, in the spring grows back from 
the roots. It like heat and starts growing in late spring. It reaches full size quickly and gets 
about 3 feet tall. The clumps gets bigger each season. It like a wetter spot like Canna and 
it can grow in water. It’s an excellent pond plant. What makes this a striking plant is the 
rhubarb red stems and the contrast with it big green tropical leaves. Good around places 
where moisture collects like rain gutters, down spouts, air conditioner drains or places like 
bird baths.

A.
Colocasia esculenta

B. Chryscatinia Mexicana, Damnitia,
  This little shrub is found on the driest and rockiest hill sides in the hill country. If you 
crush the leaves it has a wonderful unique smell. You have to plant this is full sun and in 
super well drained soil. It helps if the soil is low in clay and organic matter. Damnitia grows 
about 18 inches tall and about 24 inches around and is very dark green. It is covered with 
nice yellow flowers when it blooms starting in the late spring and it will continue to bloom 
until fall. Once it is established it won’t need much care. This is a great plant for a harsh 
and unimproved place in a landscape.

B.
Chryscatinia mexicana 

																																	Cuphea,		Cigar	flower.	

  This is a group of semi tender perennials from Mexico. They love heat and don’t need lots of care to grow well. They have 
fantastic flower colors and unusual shaped flowers. There are about 260 species world wide and 5-6 in the nursery trade plus 
many selections and hybrids. Here in central Texas we can grow most of them. Most of the garden types are tender perennials 
which is planted in sunny south facing position will comes back pretty reliably. Cupheas needs are a lot like Lantana, they can 
take harsh conditions but look better if they have better conditions. Cuphea in the next few years maybe like Salvias were in 
the 1990’s. It is just a flood of really cool, unique landscape plants.

C. Cuphea aequipetala.  Loosestrife Cigar Flower, 
 I first saw this flower in Mexico looking for Palm seed. It was a dry rocky Limestone hill 
facing south. Goats had chomped all the tasty species and left only the toughest ones. This 
Cuphea is a sprawling mounding plant about 18 inches tall and 30 inches around.  It looks 
thicker if it is cut back some when it is young to encourage branching. The flowers a rich 
plum purple about ½ inch and looks  like loosestrife ( they are in the same family). The can 
stand harsh conditions but it will grow and bloom better with good soil and a watering or 2 
during the summer. They will rot in wet soil and soil that is too heavy. The more shade they 
have the less they bloom.

C.
Cuphea aequipetala 

D. Cuphea llavea. Bat Faced Cuphea,

  Bat faced Cuphea has become a commonly planted garden plant. It likes sun and heat 
and does great during the hot part of the season. It grows well with out much irrigation 
and doesn’t need great soil to bloom well. The flowers are really showy and odd shaped 
it really catches your eye.  Plant them in a warm protected spot and they will come back 
each year.

D.
Cuphea llavea

E.  Cuphea llavea, Bat Faced Cuphea Salmon, 

  Lighter salmon to pink on the outer petals and a hint of darker pink to light purple in the 
center. These plants came to me as C. Llavea, but the flowers are very different. Instead 
of a long tube and 2 big petals on the top and 3 tiny petals on the bottom they have 5 
mostly equal sized petals on a short tube. Grow them just like C.llavea. E.

Cuphea llavea, Salmon

F.  Cuphea llavea, Bat Faced Cuphea Burgundy,

  This selection has Dark blood red outer petals with darker centers. Grow the same as the 
other Cuphea llaveas.

F.  Cuphea llavea, Bat Faced Cuphea Lavender,

  This selection has is the most distinct of them all. It has Outer petals that are light pink 
and inner parts are dark purple. Grow the same as the other Cuphea llaveas.

F.
Cuphea llavea lavender

H.
Cuphea llavea Pink

G.  Cuphea llavea, Bat Faced Cuphea White,

  This selection is pure white. It has the problems of other white flowered plants the old flow-
er turn brown and the pigments that make up the flower colors have other function within 
the plant and with out them the plant is weaker. Grow the same as the other Cuphea llaveas.

H.  Cuphea llavea, Bat Faced Cuphea Pink,

  The Pink flowered form has pure pink flowers with no secondary colors. Grow the same as 
the other Cuphea llaveas.

G.
Cuphea llavea White
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H.  Cuphea llavea, Bat Faced Cuphea Pink,

  The Pink flowered form has pure pink flowers with no secondary colors. Grow the same as 
the other Cuphea llaveas.

A.
Cuphea llavea Red

B.
Cuphea pinetorum 

C.
Dalea frutescens

D.
Dianthus allwoodii

E.
D. deltoides “Arctic Fire”

G.
D. deltoides “Nelli”

F.
D. deltoides “Luneburg”

H.
D. deltoides Roseus

I.
D. deltoides “Shrimp”

B. Cuphea pinetorum, Minnie Mouse, 

  It is the mini Batface Cuphea. The flowers are about ½ the size and colors reversed. The 
big petals are dark purple and the flower body is red.  It grows a little more upright than 
BF Cuphea, the leaves are small like C. hyssopifolia. It can stand more shade than some of 
the other due to it home higher in the mountains. It does better in cultivated gardens than 
naturalistic one. It likes better soil and watering in the summer.  

C. Dalea frutescens, Black Dalea,

 Black Dalea Is a pretty deciduous shrub that is found on dry exposed rocky places in the 
hill country. It wants full sun and doesn’t need good soil or much water. It grows about 2 
feet tall and about 3 feet around. The foliage is ferny and open, it’s airy like a super dwarf 
mesquite tree. In the fall when it blooms it is covered with hundreds of bright purple flow-
ers.  It blooms for about 3 weeks. This is not a forest or prairie plant, so don’t plant it in 
clay or in the shade.

                                                                        Dianthus, Pinks. 
We grow a few of the low growing, perennials types. We have some pinks that form low 2 inches mats where the stems creep 
along the ground and root. The others are more clump forming and make compact mounds. Some of the species are very 
fragrant and smell like carnations.
All the species grow best in the shade. They can take morning sun but the afternoon sun will scorch them. They are all lime 
tolerant and want soil that is fertile and drains well. They don’t like clay or heavy soils but you can build up beds 6-8 inches of 
well drained soil to grown them. They are drought tolerant but like a lot of plants look better if they get 1-2 watering a month 
during the summer.

D. Dianthus allwoodii, Cheddar pinks. 

Not cheese but the place. Small compact gray clumps with various red pink and bicolor 
flowers. These clumps can look like gray moss and get about 8 inches tall, each clump may 
get 16-18 inches round. These Dianthus also have the spicy fragrance like carnations. 

E.	 Dianthus	deltoides,	“Arctic	fire”,

Dianthus deltoides is a short clumping species that have foliage that varies from green to 
gray. They are short plants, only 6 inches tall. The flowers are white with red eyes.

F. Dianthus deltoides, “Luneburg”, 

 This selection has green foliage to about 8 inches tall with small bright pink to salmon col-
ored flowers. This is a nice evergreen perennial with lots of fragrant blooms in the spring. 

G. Dianthus deltoides, “Nelli”, 

Green to gray tufted foliage to about 8 inches tall. It is another nice evergreen perennials 
for the shade. It has bright magenta Pink flowers with darker center. They show up very 
well in the shade.

H. Dianthus deltoides, roseus,

 Gray foliage that gets about 6 inches tall and the clumps grow out to about 14 inches 
around. They make nice grassy tufts. In the late spring they send up a profusion of laven-
der pink flowers that are very fragrant.

I. Dianthus deltoides, “Shrimp”, 

  Dark green foliage which can make in blend in with grass and sedges. Some of these 
Dianthus are called “grass pinks” because the foliage resembles clumps of grass. This 
selection grows to about 8 inches tall and 12 inches around. It blooms in later in the spring 
with peach to salmon colored flowers
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A. Dianthus deltoides, “Vampire”, 

  This is another D. deltoides with dark green foliage. It will grow to about 8 inches tall and 
get about 14 inches around. It is evergreen and bloom in the late spring with fragrant dark 
red flowers. The flowers are a good contrast to the green foliage.

A.
D. deltoides “Vampire”

B.
Eupatorium greggii

D.
Euphorbia cyparissias

E.
Hibiscus “Super Moy”

F.
H. Southern White

H.
Lamium aureum

G.
Justicia fulvicoma

I.
Lobelia erinus

J.
Malvaviscus drummondii

B.	 Eupatorium	greggii,	Gregg’s	mistflower,
  The first place I saw this plant was a small colony in west Texas during a drought that was 
so severe that the junipers were dying and the Gregg’s mist flower was in full bloom. I dug 
up a few pieces and started growing here. It grows in the full sun, in unimproved soil with 
little water. It spreads by runner so give it some room. The leaves are bright green color 
and parsley shaped. It grows about 3 feet tall and a colony gets about 3-4 feet across. It 
has blue ageratum like blooms for the entire warm season. This is also the best butterfly 
plant there is!

C.	 Eupatorium	odoratum.	South	Texas	mistflower,

  Found in the brush in south Texas, it grows almost vine like over other shrubs. It can get 
as tall as six feet. It blooms are clusters of blue flowers only in the fall when the butterflies 
are moving south. They love this plant. This plant can grow in poor soil with a minimum of 
water. It can grow in some shade but does better in the sun. You can keep it lower growing 
if you cut it back some during the summer before it blooms.

E. Hibiscus x hyb. “Super Moy”, 
  This hibiscus is a selection of Moy Grande. The latter plant was developed by Mr. Moy in 
San Antonio. It has a huge dinner plate seized red-purple bloom. Super Moy is a selection 
with the large flowers but the stems and leaf veins are also red to purple which makes it a 
striking plant even when it is not in bloom. These are big plants up to 6 feet tall and 5 feet 
around that want full sun and decent garden soil. The need some extra water and they do 
well in places where water tends to collect like the lower parts of a landscape. They can be 
heavy feeders so feed them throughout the growing season.

F. Hibiscus X hyb. Southern White Hibiscus.
  This is a hibiscus that one parent is H. moscheutos. It has big white flowers with the cen-
ters purple-red and the petal tips are tinted pink. This is another large perennial that gets 
about 5 feet tall and 4 feet around so give it plenty of room.
They bloom in the heat of the summer so this is a good plant to have after all the spring 
bloomer have punked out in the summer heat. Like all these type of hibiscus they want full 
sun, good rich soil with abundant water. 

G. Justicia fulvicoma, Monterrey Shrimp Plant,
  Shrimp plants are old time garden favorites. This species I collected south of Monterrey 
Mexico years back. It has nice orange flowers on plants that are fuzzy and slightly gray. It is 
a tough plant that grows in bad soil with no water or care. It does grow in a gardens setting 
just don’t over water it. Like other shrimp plants it is slow to begin growth in the spring and 
starts blooming in the late spring all the way till frost knocks it back in the fall. It can grow 
in the full sun to light shade as long as it is kept dry. It gets about 30 inches tall and 24 

H. Lamium aureum, Creeping golden Lamium,
  Lamium is in the mint family and has nice pink to lavender flowers throughout the 
spring. It gets about 8 inches tall and spreads up to 2 feet. It likes good garden soil and 
some extra water especially during the summer months. It does best in shade and can 
burn up in the sun. This Selection has golden yellow foliage that make it a very bright 
plant in the shade even when it is not blooming. Plant it in a protected spot because it can 
freeze at temperature below the middle 20’s.

I. Lobelia erinus, Anabel Blue.
  
  This is a trailing plant that comes from east Africa. The flowers are so blue it is worth try-
ing to find a protected place for it. It can freeze in the low and mid 20’s so find a protected 
place to plant it. It likes part shade, part sun in good rich garden soil. It likes to have 
moisture but that means water 1 or twice a month during the warm season. Make sure the 
soil drains well. It grows into nice little bouquets about 12 inches around.

J. Malvalviscus drummondii, Turkscap,
Common in the Hill Country in Central Texas. The unusual bright red flowers show up well 
in the shade and are very attractive to butterflies and hummingbirds. The plant starts a 
little slow in late March or April. Blooms through the summer till fall. It grows to about 3 
feet tall and makes colonies that can get 4-5 feet across. Turks caps likes to have soil that 
has good amounts of compost in it. They do best in the shade under bigger trees. They will 
bloom heavier in the summer with some supplemental water in the dry part of the summer.
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C.
Eupatorium odoratum

D. Euphorbia cyparissias, Cypress Spurge,

This plant gets it’s name because the foliage reminds one of Cypress needles. It is a low 
mounding perennial that gets about 12 inches tall and about 20 inches around. The foliage 
is gray green and is a great contrast to the bright Yellow flowers. Plant in full sun to part 
shade, in decent garden soil that is well drained and don’t let stay to wet or over water.



A. Melampodium leucanthemum, Black Foot Daisy, 

  It is a common site on the exposed rock in the hill country. This is a valuable landscape 
plant for those spots with bad soil and little water. Once Black Foot daisy starts to bloom in 
the spring it continues till the first heavy frost. It doesn’t like wet soil any time of the year 
so make sure it has excellent drainage. Once it is established it won’t need any care. It 
does better the more sun it gets. It gets about 1 foot tall and 3 feet around at the most.

A.
M. leucanthemum

B.
Mentha piperta

D.
Mentha spicata

E.
M. x villosa “Mojito Mint”

G.
Ocimum basilicum

F.
Nepeta x faassenii

H.
O.basilicum “Minette”

I.
O.x citriodorum 

                                          Mentha.
These are the mints. Like all the mints they all have great smelling oils in the leaves that can be used for flavoring and teas. All 
their needs and  how they grow are about the same. All like rich soil with a good amount of compost. They will grow in the full 
sun to part shade. All spread from underground stolons which make thick colonies which can interfere with other planting. In 
our climate most mints die to the roots in the winter. They start growing in the spring and bloom in the fall with flowers various 
shades of blue to purple. In the wild most grow in moist soil in places like on the edge of ponds or lakes or on the banks of 
streams and rivers. They are a good water plant.

B. Mentha piperta, Peppermint, 

  This common mint grows about 3 feet tall is bright green, and has the smell of candy 
canes. It is also called Yerba Buena and drunk as a tea for upset stomach. The flower stalks 
tend to be more globe shaped than the other species.

D. Mentha spicata, Spearmint, Deciduous Perennial. 

  This is common native around central Texas found on stream and around springs. It is 
always a magical experience to find one of the beautiful oasis in the hill country and sitting 
down to take in the beauty and having the fresh smell of mint pervading the air. Spearmint 
grows about 3 feet tall. The flowers of spearmint are spike that are surprise, more spear 
like.

E. Mentha x villosa, “Mojito Mint”.

  This is a newer selection that gets about 2 feet tall. It has the distinctive mint smell with a 
hint of lemon or lime.

F. Nepeta x faassenii, Catmint, 
   Catmint is a great landscape plant. It grows a little more than a 1 foot tall  and about 18 
inches across. The base of the plant is almost woody. It dies back in the winter and grows 
and blooms in the spring, if you cut it back after the first bloom it will flower again in the 
last summer. It’s tough and vigorous and doesn’t need any care. Plant it in the full sun, in 
good garden soil. It is drought tolerant and only needs water to keep the plant looking good, 
maybe 1-2 waterings during the summer months. The flowers are nice blue color on abun-
dant spikes cover the plant.

G. Ocimum basilicum, Purple Basil. 
  These are perennial plants in a frost free area, but a hint of sub 32 degree weather will 
kill them. Basil is the licorice smelling herb that is so important to South east Asian and 
Italian Cooking. I have done better if my Basil is in the shade in the hottest part of the day 
during the summer. It a good plant to have near the kitchen because it is so useful. It does 
well in pots so you can have it in the house on a window sill. It gets about 2 feet tall and 
2 feet around but if you use enough you can keep it plucked back to 1/3 that size. Like all 
annuals it does better with regular feeding and watering.

H. Ocimum basilicum, “Minette”.

  This is a  very compact dwarf basil. It is said to only get 12 inches tall but it has yet to 
get more than 8 inches for me. It needs all the same care as regular Basil but since it is so 
compact and dense you need to keep the foliage on the dry side so it doesn’t mold. This is 
a great plant for the window sill it fits better it small spaces compared to regular basil.

I. Ocimum X citriodorum, Variegated Lemon Basil,
  This one has less licorice and cinnamon smells and more lemon smells. Add to the fact 
that this plant is variegated with white stripes gives this plant a unique look for a basil. I 
like the clean, fresh aroma of Lemon basil, it is less pervasive and heavy as common basil. 
With variegation you will need to plant this basil in the light shade so the leaves don’t 
scorch. Like other basils, water and feed well. This plant seems slightly smaller than regular 
basil but it does grow more upright. It is also good for small pots near the kitchen.  
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C.
Mentha “Chocolate Mint”

C. Mentha piperta, “Chocolate mint”,

  This mint is a little smaller than Peppermint, maybe 30 inches tall and the leaves are 
darker green with hints of purple. The smell is like mint chocolate chip Ice Cream.



A. Orbexilum oliganthum, Mountain Pea™, 
  I found this plant years ago in the mountains south of Monterrey Mexico. It grows about 12 
inches tall the clumps get about 30 inches across. It is a pea with compound leaves like al-
falfa, Dalea and other prostrate legumes. It does send up stolons but only within 4-6 inches 
from the center so the plant doesn’t run. Don’t plant in the full sun so plant it in the shade, 
in good garden soil that drains well. It looks better with some water in the summer but don’t 
water more than twice a month or it can rot. In the spring it is cover with little globes of 
purple flowers for the better part of April and does bloom on and off the rest of the season.

A.
Orbexilum oliganthum

B.
Penstemon baccharifolius 

C.
Penstemon tenuis

E.
Physostegia correllii

F.
Salvia Blepharophylla

H.
Salvia mellisodora

G.
Salvia engelmannia

I.
Salvia regala

J.
Salvia texana

B. Penstemon baccharifolius Rock Penstemon,
  One of the few Penstemons we can grow with our humidity and rainfall. It’s found in 
cracks and crevices on cliff faces. It can grow in full sun to part shade the most important 
thing is to make sure the soil is well drained. It won’t need any water once it is established. 
It is a small shrub with somewhat succulent leaves on woody stems about 16 inches tall 
and 24 inches around. It blooms after rains in the warm season. When it blooms it is cov-
ered with bright red 1 inch flowers that humming birds love.

C. Penstemon tenuis. Brazos Penstemon,
  This plant is one of the eastern Penstemons that thrives in humidity and rain. The foliage 
may make rosettes over the winter and send up flowers stalks in the late spring. A mature 
clump may be a cluster of half a dozen rosettes about 12 inches across. The bloom stalks 
may be up to 2 feet tall, The flowers are a nice shinny bright blue color. This penstemon 
can grow in clay soils. If fed too much they tend to be short lived. The do reseed so if they 
are happy they will replace themselves over time. Plant them in a place with some shade 
and some place where water might collect. 

E. Physostegia correllii, Giant Obedient plant,
  Obedient plants make colonies like mints do on stream banks and pond edges and send 
up flower spikes during various times of the year. Giant Obedient plant is much bigger the 
flower stalks get up to 7 feet tall and the colonies can be 10 feet across. The flower and the 
spikes are much bigger also. They grow in the full sun to part shade in any kind of soil as 
long as it stays moist. In the summer it may take 2-3 waterings each of the four months. 
Plant it in low spots of other places where water collects. The flower spike can be 8 inches 
tall with hundreds of flowers. Very showy, just make sure you give it enough room.

F. Salvia blepharophylla, La Dulce Numbres, 
  This Salvia gets its name from a little pueblo in eastern Mexico. It is normally called eye-
lash sage for the hairs along the edge of the leaf. This sage like good well drained garden 
soil and water in the summer in a shady but bright spot. The stems arise from underground 
stolons and the plant does spread somewhat from underground. It gets about 2 feet tall and 
about 3 feet around. This selection has bigger and more orange-ish flowers. They are almost 
florescent and show up well in the shade.

G. Salvia engelmannia, Engelman’s Sage,
  This is a little pale blue sage found with Black foot Daisy, Hymenoxys and Daminita on 
rocky hills sides in the hill country. It needs full sun, dry, well drained soil that is not to rich. 
It has a tap root so the soil needs to be about a foot deep. Once established it needs no 
care. It forms low rosettes over the winter that are 3-4 inches tall and may be 12 inches 
around. In the late spring it puts up multiple flower spikes of white to blue flowers that get 
about 12 inches tall. In a dry spot it will go dormant in the summer.

H. Salvia mellisodora, Mexican Shrub Sage, 
  This is a good sized woody shrub from the interior of Mexico. It can stand drought, poor 
soil and cold. Use it like you would Cenizo. It can get 5 feet tall and 5 feet around and 
will grow well without any care as long as you don’t plant it in clay, the shade or soil that 
stays to wet. It has nice blue flowers in the late spring and after most big rains.

I. Salvia regala, Mountain Sage, 
  Because it is a mountain species it like really well drained soil and protection from the 
heat. Mountain sage does best on an east exposure to protect it from the summer heat. 
Make sure it has excellent well drained mineral soil. Keep the compost to a minimum. Once 
it is established it won’t need any extra water. It grows to about 5 feet tall and about the 
same around. In the fall it has large bright orange flowers about the time hummingbirds 
are heading south. 

J. Salvia texana, Texas Sage,

  Superficially it looks like Engelman’s Sage. It has low rosettes in clusters over the winter 
that send up bloom spikes in the late spring. They are darker blue than engelman’s Sage 
but the stalks have about ½ as many flowers. Grow them just like engelman’s  sage.

www.mcnealgrowers.com    512-280-2233
16

D.
Phlomis lanata

D. Phlomis lanata, Dwarf Jerusalem Sage.
  This a delicate little Phlomis that is compact and about 1/3 the size of the common 
Phlomis. It blooms with small but bright yellow flowers during the late spring and summer. 
You have to think of Phlomis as a desert type plant based on the conditions it like to grow 
under. It likes full sun and rocky, dry soil. It will rot is it stays to wet. Don’t plant it in soil 
that has any clay, use a well drained mineral soil like you would for a cactus. This selection 
might get 18 inches tall and 24 inches around. Since it like dry rocky soil it does really well 
in native soil in the hill country.



A. Salvia villosa, Silver leaf sage, 

  You can find this plant in the rocks and boulders on desert hillsides of northern Mexico. 
From that description you should be able to guess that it wants full sun and super well 
drained soil that is mostly minerals. The leaves are fuzzy and the plant makes clumps that 
get 20 inches tall and about 30 inches around. It has pretty blue flowers when it blooms on 
the late spring and throughout the summer.

A.
Salvia villosa

B.
Salvia “Red Velvet” 

C.
Salvia “Silke’s Dream”

F.
Scutellaria ovata

E.
Scutellaria Alpina

H.
Scutellaria wrightii

G.
Scutellaria pontica

I.
S. scutellariodes 

J.
S. scutellariodes

B. Salvia x hyb. “Red Velvet”,

  This is one of those Salvia Greggii- Salvia microphylla hybrids. Red Velvet has large flow-
ers the color of red velvet. The leaves are glossy and it is a very striking plant. It is a little 
bigger than a standard greggii type but they don’t mind being cut back. They can grow in a 
wide range of habitats. They do best in mineral soil that is well drained and kept on the dry 
side.

C. Salvia x hyb. “Silke’s Dream”,

  This may be a S. darcyi X S. microphylla cross. S. darcyi is a very exacting plant to grow 
outside it’s native range. This hybrid is much easier to grow. It likes full sun will mineral 
garden soil that is well drained. It won’t need any water once established. It grows to 
about 3 feet tall and 3 feet around. It has nice orange to peach colored flowers most of the 
growing season.

F. Scutellaria ovata, Canyon Skullcap. 
  When you find this plant in the hill country right away you know where to plant it.. It 
grows in the woodland zone that is made up of deciduous trees so the ground is covered 
with decaying leaf litter. Plant in the shade with soil enriched with a good amount of com-
post, mulch well and water during the dry summer months. This Skullcap spreads by un-
derground runners and forms colonies that can get 5-10 feet around. Most of the year you 
just see leaves close to the ground. When they bloom they put up 8 inches flower spikes of 
light blue flowers. This is a great plant to naturalize in Woodland garden.

E. Scutellaria alpina “Arcobaleno”

This is skullcap is sometimes called rainbow Scullcap because the flowers come in many 
shades of blue and purple. It is a small tufted perennials that gets 6 inches tall and about 12 
inches around. It like part shade and gritty mineral soil that has good drainage. It blooms in 
the late spring and early summer. It is drought tolerant but 1-2 watering a month well keep 
it fresh looking/

G. Scutellaria pontica, Mountain Skullcap,

  Small and compact, this skullcap has nice lavender to pink flowers that cover the plant 
in the spring. It grows to about 6 inches tall about 8 inches around. Plant it on an eastern 
exposure to keep it protected from the summer afternoon heat. Use good garden soil that 
has excellent drained. Don’t plant where water stands or builds up.

H. Scutellaria wrightii, Blue skullcap, 

This Skullcap is at home on the rocky exposed hill sides with Engelman’s Sage, Texas 
Sage, Black foot daisy and Hymenoxys. They want full sun, dry well drained soil that lacks 
organic matter. They make little clumps about 8 inches tall and 16 inches around and are 
covered with dark blue flowers quite a bit of the warm season.

I. Solenostemon scutellarioides. Pineapple Coleus,

  This is the common annual Coleus. I liked some selections with the crazy leaf mottling 
even if they are annuals. I wanted to take the psychedelic selections and have provide just 
one look. This one is a lime yellow with blood red edges and stems. They like shade and 
this color is bright even in low light. Coleus want good garden soil and a couple of watering 
in the hot summer months.

J. Solenostemon scutellarioides. Peter’s Wonder Coleus,

  The leaves look like false color X-rays, Psycho-delic! Another bright choice for the shade. 
Sometimes a garden needs a shot of color like a Paint factory explosion.
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D.
Salvia “Royal Burgundy”

D. Salvia x hyb. “Royal Burgundy”,

  It looks like a S. Blepharophylla hybrid that was crosses with one of the big Mexican blue 
sage. It gets about 4 feet tall and 4 feet around. It likes part sun to full shade. Protect from 
afternoon summer sun. Make sure the soil drains well and has a good amount of com-
post in it. It will need a watering or 2 during the summer months. It has huge red-purple 
blooms all season long.



A. Solenostemon scutellarioides, Dark Star Coleus,  

  The Transitive Nightfall of Diamonds. Black as night, not really purple. As black as a plant 
can get. Coleus get about 2 feet tall and bloom in the late summer. If you cut this plant 
back a couple of times during the season it will stay thick and bushy. If you cut it back to 
the ground before a frost and cover with frost protection or leaf mulch it can come back in 
the spring.

A.
S. scutellariodes

B.
Stachys coccinea 

C.
Sutera cordata

E.
Tradiscantia sillamontana

E.
T. Spathatheca Tricolor

H.
T.spathatheca Purple

G.
T. spathatheca Green

I.
Andropogon gerardii

B. Stachys coccinea, Texas Betony. 

   I collected this plant doing some plant surveys in the Davis mountains. It has a funny 
smell but blooms up a storm in the early spring. In the wild it goes dormant in the summer. 
If you grow it in a naturalistic setting just don’t water in the summer and it will rest till it 
cools off and it rains in the fall. It has to have well drained soil and does best in full sun. It 
grows about 18 inches tall and 24 inches around.

C. Sutera cordata, Pink Creeping Bacopa,

  This is a tender perennial meaning it needs some protection from cold below the upper 
20’s. South facing wall or a courtyard would be perfect. It likes water and shade so plant 
it in rich garden soil that holds water in a shady woodland garden. It is smallish, maybe 1 
foot tall and 1 foot around so it should be plant close to areas that parts of the garden you 
get close to. It also is a good plant for containers, dish gardens and hanging baskets. This 
selection is covered with pink flower when it blooms.

E. Tradiscantia sillamontana, Cob Web Spiderwort,

  One more cool Mexican Spider worts. It looks similar to wandering Jew but the leaves 
are cover with fine hairs that look like spider silk. The leaves look silver. They grow in any 
soil as long as they are in the shade. The get about 8 inches tall and can make clumps 18 
inches around. They die back in the winter and come back reliably every spring. They are 
pretty drought tolerant but 1-2 waterings in the summer keeps them blooming till frost.

F. Tradiscantia spathatheca, Tricolor Boatlily,

   In the past this plant was used as a house plant. It also make a pretty nice landscape 
plant for a shady area. They get about 8 inches tall and about 12 inches around. Plant them 
in good garden soil and you can keep them looking their best if you give them a deep water-
ing each month of the summer. The tricolor has some white pigment so it shows up brightly 
in the shade.

G. Tradiscantia spathatheca, Green Boatlily, 

  This is the same plant with leaves that are dark green on the upper surface and purple 
underneath. Plant them like the others

H. Tradiscantia spathatheca, Purple Boatlily,

 One more boat lily, this one is variegated different shades of purple.

                               Grasses. 
Adding grasses to a landscape can completely change the look. There are easy to grow and to care for. The majority don’t need 
much in the way of water besides what falls from the sky. You can find a grass for any type of situation you have. They can be 
small ground covers of tall screens. One important fact to know about grasses is the time that they grow and when they are 
dormant. There are cool season grasses that grow in the winter and bloom in the spring and you have warm season grass that 
grow in warm season and bloom in the fall. Some of the grass like plants like sedges are evergreen.

I. Andropogon gerardii, Big Blue stem,

  Our local clones are not really big. The foliage only gets two feet tall. It’s the flower spike 
that get tall. But since they don’t really produce many here, it doesn’t really look tall. This 
is a grass best used when you have a lot of room. In most urban yards it will look out of 
place and weedy. It a good grass in deeper soils where you want a mix of grasses at a dis-
tance from buildings. It is great in a field or a meadow. It is also a good restoration species 
for areas where it was eliminated by grazing.
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D.
Tinantia pringlei

D. Tinantia pringlei, Spotted leopard Spiderwort™,
  This one of my favorite plants. In grows on cool north slopes of the Sierra Madre Oriental 
in Mexico. It grows well here in Texas in dry woodlands like our native Spiderwort. This one 
has fantastic purple spotted leaves. It comes up in the spring and forms a clump 18 inches 
tall and about 12 inches across. In the late spring it stars blooming with nice cool blue –
lavender color flowers and it keep blooms till the first frost. It is a nice plant to see in the 
summer heat in the woods because it looks so cool and lush. It like rich gardens soil and 
does better with 1-2 waterings during the summer.



                                  Carex. Sedges 
Sedges are grass like plants that are native to central Texas. Unlike grasses which have a growing and dormant  season sedges 
will stay green year round. Most sedges make clumps and are excellent lawn replacements. Most sedges like some shade and 
they do best protected from the worst of the summer sun. They can be fully drought tolerant in the shade but in the sun they 
will need some extra water. They can be mowed but one advantage they have is that they don’t really need it. Sedge will grow 
well in winter and then bloom in spring, after they are done blooming is a good time to mow them.  Mow as high as possible. Af-
ter mowing is a good time water and fertilize them too. None of sedges like rocky, thin soil and they are a good choice for prob-
lem areas with that have clay soil. Sedges are tough and disease and insect free and are excellent in garden beds as grounds 
covers, to make meadows, and replace lawn areas.

A.
Carex amphibola 

B.
Carex blanda

D.
Carex cherokeensis

E.
Carex divulsa

G.
Carex Leavenworthii

F.
Carex flacca

H.
Carex perdentata

I.
Carex praegracilis

A. Carex amphibola, Creek Sedge, 

  You can find this sedge on terraces along creek in central Texas. It likes shade and deep 
clay soil. It gets about 12 inches tall and 16 inches across with ¼ in. wide leaves that are 
medium green.  It areas with no summer water it can go dormant in the summer. But with 
1 or 2 waterings a month in July, August and September is will stay green all summer.

B. Carex  blanda, Stream Bank Sedge,

  This sedge is found with Creek sedge along creeks and stream banks. It has the broadest 
leaves of our native sedges, it almost looks like Liriope. SB sedge gets 14 inches tall and 
about 18 around and is darker green than most sedges. It likes the shade better than the 
sun and will grow better in deeper soil. Like Creek sedge it does better with some summer 
irrigation. You can use it as a border, a ground cover or as part of a mixed meadow.

D. Carex cherokeensis, Cherokee Sedge,
  This sedge grows in woodlands throughout Texas.  In central Texas most of the forests are 
along water courses and that’s where you see Cherokee sedge. It is a big sedge, 24 inches 
tall when it blooms and 30 inches around. The leaves are stiff and medium green and stick 
upwards instead of laying down like most other sedges. This plant is almost shrub sized 
and can be used as a ground cover or as individual specimens. It’s fully tolerant of drought 
but looks better with 1-2 waterings in July, August and September.  The flower on Cherokee 
sedge looks like little pendants and are very attractive.

F. Carex Flacca Blue Sedge, 

  This is another European sedge from the limestone areas in southern Europe. Some grow-
ers use the name Carex glauca but that is a wide leaf US sedge. Blue sedge gets its name 
because it is a striking blue gray color. It grows best in shade but unlike our native sedges 
would rather grow in well drained soil. It can have problems in soil that stays to wet due to 
rotting. It is such a great looking plant it is worth finding the right place for it in a land-

E. Carex divulsa, Berkeley Sedge, 

  Carex divulsa is the real name for the plant sold as carex tumicola. This is an Eurasian 
species. It grows well here and can take our soils and weather. It is very dark green and has 
long weeping leaves. It makes a good choice on slopes and ledges or anywhere that shows 
off its graceful, weeping habit. It pretty tough and can withstand drought on deeper soils 
sites. It will look better with 4-5 watering during the summer.

G. Carex leavenworthii, Lawn Sedge™,
  This is one of the best sedges to replace a lawn with. It is only 6 inches tall with thin, fine 
textured blades. It is nice and soft. It is a native to central Texas and is found in the dry 
uplands, so it is heat and drought tolerant. It will grow in the sun but looks better there if it 
has 1-2 water per month in the hot season.  This is a tough and easy to grow sedge that will 
grow well at any local site. It stays a nice green year round. We can produce them in plugs 
and liners on contract to reduce the price for covering a large area. A 4” pot will get to the 
size of 1 gallon in about 3 months Which negates the need for planning large sized plants.

H. Carex perdentata, Meadow Sedge™, 
  
  For years we tried to grow Cedar sedge, the most common sedge in the hill country.  The 
seeds are hard to collect and it does not divide reliably. Cedar sedge would be the perfect 
sedge for areas that call for a very tough sedge. Since we couldn’t grow easily I found a sub-
stitute for it. That was meadow sedge. We could grow them fast and reliably.  Meadow sedge 
is about 6 inches tall and about 12 inches around full. It is a nice medium green and blooms 
in May. It can look disheveled after its done blooming which makes it a good time to mow it. 
Don’t mow it any lower than 6 inches, water deeply and fertilize after mowing.

I. Carex praegracilis, Malibu Sedge.

  This species is unique in that it is not a clumper but a runner, so it makes a sod like lawn 
grass. It is native to dry meadows of coastal California. It is drought tolerant and grows 
well here. Since it is sod it can mowed down to about 4 inches and makes a real nice ever-
green sod. It is slightly darker green than our clumping sedges. It grows about 8 inches tall 
and can spread 3-4 feet a year with water. It will tend to stay where the soil is moist and 
avoid the dry spots. 
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C.
Carex caryophyllea

C. Carex caryophyllea, Moss Sedge™,
  Moss sedge is a European species that is found on limestone soils in south eastern Eu-
rope. It is the smallest sedge we grow. The clumps are maybe 4 inches tall and 6 inches 
around. The leaves are pretty fine and dark green. The little flower stalks are shorter than 
the leaves so they are hidden. It is best to use this species is the coolest, wettest part of a 
garden or landscape. We have grown it in the sun but it can lose some color in the hottest 
part of the summer. It needs 2-3 waterings a month each of the hot months. It does much 
better in the shade. Its small size makes it perfect for cracks and crevices in rock work.



A. Carex texensis, Texas Sedge, 
  This is a small, fine bladed sedge. It gets maybe 4-5 inches tall and 6 inches around. 
It likes deep soil that holds some extra moisture. It does best in good fertile garden soil. 
Some irrigation in the summer will keep looking good in the heat. Since it is smaller, you 
have to plant it a little closer together than the bigger sedges, about 12-14 inches apart. It 
will cover the ground after the first 8-10 months. The small size means it can be planted in 
cracks and crevices in rock work. It is more particular about being planted in the right kind 
of soil than some of the other sedges.

A.
Carex texensis

B.
Chasmanthium latifolium 

C.
Eragrostis curvula

E.
Eragrostis spectablis

F.
Eragrostis trichoides

H.
Melica nitens

G.
Festuca ovina

H.
Muhlenbergia capillaris

I.
Muhlenbergia dubia

B. Chasmanthium latifolium, Inland Seaoats. 
  In the woods along canyons and streams you find this ubiquitous grass. In the fall you can 
see the seed heads that look like fish pennants above the leaves. They grow in big colonies 
in places with shade, deeper soil and extra moisture. It is a useful landscape grass which 
has been written about more than most grasses. In the fall it turns brown and nice seed 
heads remain past the new Year.  In some situations it may spread to aggressively or may 
look a little weedy in more formal landscapes. In those cases check out “Three Flowered 
Melic Grass” as a replacement. See Melica Nitens below.

C. Eragrostis curvula, Weeping Love grass, 
  This is an introduced species from east Africa. It like our erratic climate and grows well 
on our soils. It can be a short lived grass put it can produce enough seed so it replaces 
itself. It is a pale green clumping grass that gets about 2 feet tall and 3 feet around. The 
leaves are longer but they weep making the grass shorter than you would expect. It likes 
fun sun and doesn’t need any special care about the soil but it doesn’t mind 1-2 watering 
each month during the summer. This plant looks great on walls, hills and slopes where the 
leaves can cascade over something.

E. Eragrostis spectablis, Red love grass,

  This species makes clumps the size of weeping love grass, except the leaves don’t weep. 
It’s native to central Texas. It can grow well on unimproved soil in harsh conditions. It 
does way better in full sun than shade. It is longer lived in bad soil than good. It losses it 
compact shape if over watered. In the fall when it blooms it is covered with a red flower 
spikes that look like a mist hanging over the plant. Looks a lot like Gulf Coast Muhly but it 
will grow in much tougher drier conditions.

F. Eragrostis trichoides, Sand love grass, 

  One of the taller Love grasses it can get to 5 feet tall. So it scales better in larger yards 
and big open spaces. It likes the sun and can grow well on just about any soil. It doesn’t 
need any extra water and in the fall when it blooms it has a nice head of blond or straw 
flowers.

G. Festuca ovina, Green fescue grass, 

  This is the species that the blue fescues come from. The blue fescues don’t do great here 
in the summer but the green form has a lot more tolerance for heat and water in the sum-
mer. This is a nice little clump grass that gets about 18 inches tall and across. The leaves 
are like wires and the plant looks like little half globes. It is a nice dark green color that does 
best is the shade and well drained dry soil that does contain too much organic matter. Don’t 
plant it in low spots, where water collects or heavy clay soils.

H. Melica nitens, Three Flowered Melic,
  This grass grows in the same places as inland Seaoats. It is a valuable landscape plant for 
dry shade. It forms clumps about 1 foot tall and 18 inches around and stay green most of 
the year. In the spring is puts up delicate flower spikes that never look messy. Melic grass is 
drought tolerant but it may go dormant in a dry summer. Give it 1 or 2 waterings during a 
dry summer it will stay nice and green through the heat. One good advantage to Melic Grass 
is most grasses like Inland Seaoats turn brown in the winter and Melic grass stays nice and 
green. During times of low temperatures the leaves get a nice purple tinge. This is a great 
grass to naturalize in dry shade because there is no need to change the soil or water.

I. Muhlenbergia capillaris, Gulf Coast Muhly,
    A common Grass in the nursery trade for good reason. It has wonderful pink seed heads  
when they bloom in the fall. They are found on pretty thick, black gumbo soils along the 
coast so they can grow well in our clay soils as long as they get a little extra water. In 
outline Gulf Muhly looks like a half globe they get about 3 feet across and about 3 feet high. 
They do well in full sun to part shade but give them too much shade and they get thin and 
straggly. Give them good garden soil enriched with some compost and make sure you give 
them 1 or 2 watering a month during the summer.

J. Muhlenbergia dubia. Pine Muhly,
  Pine Muhly got its name because it was first found on the mid-elevations out in Arizona in 
the pine forests. You can find in the western hill country on rocky exposed ridges and hills. 
This species will rot in wet soil so make sure your garden soil has good drainage or [plant it 
on slopes or hills will the native soil. To rich a soil doesn’t help and can help it to rot. It can 
take all the sun it can get and is also very drought tolerant. It grows in areas that get less 
than 25 inches of rain so even if we get 10 less than normal rain fall it feels right at home. 
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D.
Eragrostis elliotii

D. Eragrostis elliotii, Blue Love grass,
  This is a grass native to the southeast of the US. It grows more up right than weeping 
love grass. What makes this an attractive landscape plant is the blue color of the foliage. It 
is a clumping grass and they get about 4 feet tall minus the flower spikes. Full grown they 
are about 3 feet around. They want full sun in mostly mineral soil that is well drained. For 
a plant from the south east it can take some drought. It looks better if it gets some water 
especially during dry spells.



A. Muhlenbergia lindheimeri, Big Muhly

   This is a hill country species found in the upper parts of drainages where there is some 
soil and a little extra moisture. They make big neat clumps up to 5 feet tall and around. The 
leaves have a nice grayish hue to them. The need full sun to do their best and you don’t 
find them growing in bare rock so you need about 4-6 inches of soil. It helps to water them 
once a month during the summer, that will keep them from going dormant.

A.
Muhlenbergia lindheimeri

B.
Muhlenbergia reverchonii 

C.
Panicum virgatum

E.
Panicum obtusum

F.
Pennisetum alopecuroides

H.
Pennisetum“Giant fountain”

G.
Pennisetum“kickass” Grass

I.
Poa arachinefera

J.
Sorghastrum nutans

B. Muhlenbergia reverchonii, Seep muhly, 
  Seep Muhly is found locally on caliche hillsides that are seepy during the winter. Those 
same areas are bone dry on the summer and Seep Muhly will go dormant during those pe-
riods. It wants to be in the full sun but likes decent garden soil as long as it drains well. It 
grows to about 30 inches tall and about 30 inches around. The old leaves dry and curl when 
they get old and older plants can look like a pile of wood shavings. It blooms in the fall with 
small flowers on panicles that look like a mist hanging over the plant. There are some forms 
that have a hint of pink in then and they resemble Gulf Muhly some.

C. Panicum virgatum, Switch grass,
  Switch grass is one of the common tall grass prairie plants. The plants foliage is about 4 
feet tall and when it blooms it can be another 3 feet tall up to 7 feet tall. The clumps get 
4-5 feet around. This is not really an urban landscape plant, if it gets too much nutrients 
or water it falls over and is a mess. It needs to grow in areas that won’t get any care and 
are fairly large. It works good as a restoration species and for bank protection in floods. It 
needs full sun and at least 2 feet or more of soil. It can grow on black land gumbo well and 
is well suited to grow in poorly drained clay sites.

E. Panicum obtusum, Vine mesquite,
  What it has to do with mesquite I never could figure out. This is a low running grass that 
forms a thick sod on low spots in the western US. It is a very nutritious grass for cattle. 
Because they like it so much it is the first thing they eat. That makes it hard to find. This 
is a good choice for a low grass ground cover for areas with heavy clay that might have 
standing water parts of the year. Because these are stay moist you get big ugly weeds and 
Vine Mesquite grows thick enough to choke out the weeds. It gets about 12-14 inches tall 
and forms a thick sod that can choke out other plants. It is surprisingly drought tolerant; 

F. Pennisetum alopecuroides, Black Fountain Grass,
  Pennisetum’s are from the dry parts of Africa they do well in the heat and drought. They 
need to be in the full sun, the more shade they have the thinner the foliage gets. This spe-
cies is cold hardy but will fade to brown in the winter. You can cut it back in the spring just 
before it starts to re-grow. They bloom in the summer and fall and it helps if they get a 
watering or two during the summer months. This selection has seeds heads like plumes that 
are purplish-brown to almost black. They get 3-4 feet tall and about the same around. They 
make a nice back drop for other perennials.

G. Pennisetum x hyb,  “Kickass Grass”,

  We gave this hybrid species it name because it blooms longer than any grass I know. 
It has those nice fountain grass plumes early and all season. It is slightly evergreen so it 
doesn’t die back altogether and you can get blooms for 10 months out of the year. It grows 
up to 3 feet tall and about 3 feet around. It like full sun but can take a little shade. It can 
grow all right is poor soil but looks better in better garden soil. One of two watering in the 

H. Pennisetum x hyb,  Giant Fountain, 
  This and Kickass grass were hybrids made during some research in to the genetics of 
Pennisetum and the researcher used them and when they were done were going to throw 
them out. I liked these two and saved them. Giant fountain Grass is huge it grow up to 12 
feet tall. The blooms are a nice 2 foot spike of light yellow in the fall. It needs sun and at 
least 2 feet of soil and some water during droughts. You need a plant to hide your neigh-
bors beat up motor home? Something you’re tired of looking at? This might be the choice. 

I. Poa arachinefera, Texas Blue grass,
   This is our own true native Blue Grass. It found in the shade of wooded creek and can-
yon bottoms in the middle ½ of the state. It grows about 8 inches tall and spread 20-30 
feet in just a few seasons and makes sod. It wants shade and soil at least 2 feet deep. 
Give them a few extra watering maybe 1 deep watering in April May and October then 2 
waters a month in June, July, August and September. It will grow in clay well and it will 
be thicker if you add 3-4 inches of compost before you plant an area. This is also a good 
choice for planting over septic fields. 

J. Sorghastrum nutans, Indian grass, 

  This is one of the dominate grasses of the tall grass prairies in the central US. It is pretty 
nutritious for grazing animals so has been eaten out of most fields. This is not really a land-
scape plant for urban or suburban lots. You need space for a small grassland or meadow. 
The foliage get about 2 feet tall and the colonies get 4-6 feet across. The flower stalks are 
3-6 feet tall and are a warm yellow color in the fall. It needs full sun and just about any 
soil. Indian grass like spots with deeper soil and not exposed rock.
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D.
Panicum virgatum  

D. Panicum virgatum, Upland Switch Grass,
  This form is found in the drier and thinner soils on the hills and slopes of the hill country. 
It grows better with less water and less soil than the Prairie Switch grass. Upland Switch 
in small about 2 feet tall and when it blooms about 4 feet tall. It has a slight tendency 
to spread from rhizomes and form colonies. You can find it in the bar ditches in the hill 
country so plant it where water will collect. This is not really a landscape plant for urban 
or suburban sites more or a choice if you have a few acres. It is a good restoration species 
that grows well with the other dominate hill country grass species.



A. Sporobolus airoides, Alkali Sacaton,
   Sacaton is Spanish for grass. This is a desert clump grass found at low elevations of 
some of the direst places in Texas. They also grow where the water is bad. They make a 
nice clump 30 inches tall and the same around. They need full sun and are fully heat and 
drought tolerant. The desert gets cold in the winter so they are also cold tolerant. Sacaton 
can grow well on sand, gravel to clay just don’t over water it. It is a good choice for those 
places that tend to get neglected. In the fall it has nice mist like flowers hovering above the 
plant.

A.
Sporobolus airoides

B.
Sporobolus wrightii 

C.
Stipa aveneacea

E.
Tridens flavus

F.
Tridens muticus

G.
Ajuga reptans

H.
Calyptocarpus vialis

I.
Dalea greggii

B. Sporobolus wrigthii, Giant Sacaton,  

This very similar to it smaller relative. This is one big grass. It can get 6 feet tall and 4 feet 
around. Looks like a desert miscanthus. Grows under the same conditions as the smaller 
Sacaton. Its height makes it perfect for a screen plant to hide utilities like AC units and 
such.

C. Stipa aveneacea, Glade feather grass, 

  This grass is a nice smallish clumping grass that only gets 8 inches tall and 12 inches 
around. The leaves are thin and very dark green. It grows in thick forests so it likes shade 
and good amounts of organic matter in the soil. It makes a nice soft ground cover for a 
woodland garden. Even though it comes from east Texas is can do perfectly well with our 
amount of rainfall.

E.	 Tridens	flavus,	Purple	Top,

  You can find this grass in the woods and on their edges in central Texas. The clumps are 
low maybe 16 inches tall and about 18 inches around. They put up 3-4 foot flower spikes in 
the fall. The seed heads are a nice dark shiny purple color. They are very attractive in the 
fall. Purple Top grows in the shade in any decent garden soil. They do all right with just our 
normal rain fall but look a bit better if they get 1-2 waterings in the summer months.

F. Tridens muticus. Slim Tridens,
  Slim Tridens is found on the road sides around the hill country on rocky dry sites. It is a 
neat little clumping grass that gets about 2 feet tall and about 1 foot around. It wants to be 
in the full sun and have well drained soil. You can plant in unimproved native soil and they 
will thrive. They do well in yards and lots with little or no soil and grow well without any 
extra water. It is a nice tough little native.

                            Ground Covers.
This is a artificial group of plants selected for their growth habit. Most ground covers are less than a foot tall and spread. I tend 
to think of them as plants that grow 5-6 times more horizontally than vertically. Most plants that are considered ground cover 
are those that spread quickly which makes then cost effective to cover sizeable areas inexpensively. Plants that grow like this 
tend to out compete weeds so they also reduce the cost of maintaining a landscape. The most common ground cover is lawn 
grass. The problem with that is we live in a climate that make lawns hard to manage. And we lack the natural humidity and 
rainfall lawn grass needs to flourish. We have put a lot of time into finding alternatives to lawns like sedges and other ground 
covers that can grow well in our climate and need less water. 

G. Ajuga reptans, Suntough Ajuga™,
  Ajuga is one of those plants that doesn’t normally like our heat and you can have a hard 
time keeping them alive in the summer. This is one that does well in the heat and some 
summer sun. It a big and aggressive plant when planted in the right place. It likes decent 
soil and afternoon shade.  Plant it in a place that gets a little extra water in the summer. 
This is a green form and the leaves are very large, in fact they look like spinach leaves. If 
they are in soil with too much clay and they stay to wet in the cold part of the year they 
can die back some.

H. Calyptocarpus vialis, Horse Herb, 
  This is a very common herb in shady lawn areas . It grows very low and is tolerant of 
mowing. It will make a nice ground cover in the growing season but will lose its leaves in 
a cold winter. Full grown it only gets 6 inches tall and an individual plant will grow up to 30 
inches. It can with stand drought but looks better with a drink once or twice a month during 
the summer. It has little yellow flowers which show up well in the shade. It will produce lots 
of seed so as the older plants die off they are replaced by new seedlings. It is kind of rough 
looking during parts of the year so it is best used as a utility ground cover.

I. Dalea  greggii, Silver Dalea, 
  This Dalea is a little creeping perennial from the grass lands of west Texas. The shoots 
grow out then root down into the ground.  It can grow 10 to 20 feet along the ground in a 
few seasons. The foliage is a beautiful shiny silver that contrasts well with the purple flow-
ers. It blooms during the growing season after rains. One important thing to know about 
this plant is it grows where the soil is a mix of sand and gravel. Imagine cactus soil, that 
what it likes. Along with prefect drainage it needs full sun. Once it is established it doesn’t 
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D.
Stipa tenuissima

D. Stipa tenuissima, Mexican feather grass,

  A native to the lower gravel slopes of the Davis Mountains. It grows the best and lives the 
longest when plant in kept dry, and grown in mineral soil in light shade. It will tend to rot is 
it stays to wet, if it has poor drainage or the soil has too much organic matter in it. It gets 
about 30 inches tall and about 18 inches around when full grown.



A. Dichondra argentea, Silver pony Foot,

  This is a form of Dichondra that grows very low and then sends out long runners that can 
trail up to 4 feet. It is a beautiful metallic silver color. It comes from the brush country of 
South Texas. It is found under the brush. It is fully drought tolerant and grows best with 
well drained, mineral soil. It will rot during rainy periods if the soil has too much organic 
matter or clay in it.  It is great for running and trailing over rock and boulders on slopes. It 
also does well in containers and hanging baskets.

A.
Dichondra argentea

B.
Dyschoriste linearis 

C.
Geum canadense

E.
Ophiopogon japonica

G.
Ophiopogon planiscarpus

F.
Ophiopogon japonica

H.
Orbexilum oliganthum

I.
Phyla nodiflora

B. Dyschoriste linearis, Snake Herb,

  This is a nice little native found in shallow dry soil in the hill country and prairies around 
central Texas. It grows about 8 inches tall and spreads by underground runners and the col-
onies can get 3 feet around. It grows in any soil but wants to be in the sun. It doesn’t need 
any extra water. In a cold winter in dies back to the roots and comes back every spring. In 
the late spring it blooms with nice purple-blue flowers.

C. Geum canadense. White Avens. 
  
  You can find this plant in the hill country in canyons and on wetter slopes. It makes a nice 
ground cover in the shade where the soil has a little extra organic matter. It likes to be un-
der deciduous trees for the leaf compost that accumulates. It is very low to the ground and 
resembles strawberry plants. It the mid spring it puts up flower stalks to about 18 inches 
tall with small white flowers at the top. In a dry summer it will die back to the roots but 
you can keep it green with 1 or 2 waterings a month during the summer.

                                                                                         Ophiopogon. Monkey Grass. 

  This is a really common and inexpensive landscape plant but don’t confuse it with the species and selections we grow. What 
we have to offer is some really extreme forms of Ophiopogon and all three are difficult and slow. We think they are worth it 
because how unusual they are. They have the same requirement of monkey grass but to get good coverage you have to plant 
much closer together. The like good garden soil with a good amount of compost and do much better with some summer time 
water. It’s best not to plant them in the full sun and it best to protect them from the afternoon sun in the summer.

E.   Ophiopogon japonica,Gyoku-ryu Super Dwarf monkey grass, 

  This is a nano sized plant, full grown they about the size of a hens egg. Very slow growing 
may take a year to grow from a cutting 1 inch to full grown at about 2-3 inches. Great for 
small spaces, Court yards, small raised beds and container or dish gardens. Very Limited 
availability. 

F. Ophiopogon japonicas, Dwarf Monkey Grass,

  Our Dwarf monkey grass is half the size of what is sold as dwarf monkey grass. Full sized 
the clumps are maybe 4-5 inches across. Limited availability. 

G. Ophiopogon planiscarpus, Black Mondo Grass, 

  So purple it looks black. It is about the same size are regular monkey grass, Clumps 
about 8 inches across. It is definitely a shade plant, we lost about 1/3 of the crop because 
it was planted in some morning sun. It got burned up in the summer. The plants grow 
moderately fast but the clumps don’t send out very many new shoots. Very Limited avail-
ability. 

H. Orbexilum oliganthum, Mountain Pea™, 

  This is the only plant we have listed in two places because that is how good we think it is. 
It works equally well as a flowering perennial of as large area ground cover. This is just to 
reminds our customers how useful this plant is.

I.	 Phyla	nodiflora,	Texas	Frog	fruit,
  This is a tough, low, utility ground cover for sites that really unforgiving. In places where 
it is warmer and drier it will be evergreen, in places where it is cool, wet and shady it may 
go dormant in the winter. This is a fast spreading plant that only gets 4 inches tall but can 
spread 10 feet in a season. It can grow on any soil and it can do well with no water and it 
can do well growing right down into the water. It can grow in the full sun and in the part 
shade. It doesn’t have a refined look so it works well in areas that are towards the back of 
a landscape. It is also a good choice as a ground cover in tough conditions.
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D.
Marselia macropoda

D. Marselia macropoda, Clover fern, 
  This is a true fern that is found on wet pond and stream banks. It does well in a sunny 
garden spot. It does spread and make a good ground cover. It can get really thick and choke 
out any other plant less than 1 foot tall. It only grows well in the sun and in moist soil so 
make sure it gets them both. It grows well in any soil but a advantage is it does well in thick 
heavy clay when lots of other plants won’t. It get about 6 inches tall but it will grow many 
feet in all direction with enough water. Good for bar ditches and other places where water 
collects. It is a good pond plant in places small as aquariums to the biggest lakes.



                                                                                  Origanum, Oregano, Mediterranean Oregano.  

  Oreganos are good for cooking and make good landscape plants. There are lots of plant species used as Oregano, Origanum 
is one in use by Europeans. It grows on dry limestone hills around the Mediterranean Sea. You want to have a dry and well 
drain site in the full sun. Make sure the soil is not heavy clay. You can almost grow them the best in cactus soil, Lots of sand 
gravel perlite and vermiculite to help with drainage. It does best without too much water. It will rot or be short lived under 
those conditions.

B.
Origanum laevigatum 

B.
Origanum libanoticum

D.
Pleiblastus pygmaeus

E.
Stemodia tomentosa

G.
Thymus praecox

F.
Thymus citriodora

H.
Veronica pectinata

I.
Viola misssourensis

A. Origanum laevigatum, Pilgrim Oregano, 

  This species is a semi-deciduous perennial. It gets a little taller, 18 inches than it does get 
wide about 1 foot. In cold winters it dies down and comes back from the roots, in a mild 
winters it will stay evergreen. It has little globe shaped clusters of purple flowers in the late 
spring and early summer. Grow them like the other oreganos.

B. Origanum libanoticum, Lebanese Oregano, 

  This is a very low growing oregano, only getting about 8 inches tall. The bloom spike have 
large bracts surrounding the flower that look like little fish or kites. It is evergreen in mild 
years and semi deciduous in cold years.

D. Pleiblastus pygmaeus, Dwarf Bamboo,
  Pleiblastus come in many sizes. This one is about 8 inches tall with small sets of leaves. 
They are all very cold hardy and will lose their leaves when the temperatures get below the 
20’s. It’s a shade loving plant that will scorch if planted in the full sun. It like deeper soil 
and will grow fine on just what rain falls out of the sky. It will grow in rocky cedar breaks, 
if it gets a little extra water each summer. It’s best used where they are structures like 
sidewalks to contain it. It also looks good in containers with taller specimens. 

E. Stemodia tomentosa Woolly Stemodia,

  This Texas native is found on the sand dunes down on the coast. It gets about 6 inches 
tall and spread 3-4 feet. Plant it in the full sun in areas with have well drained soil with low 
amounts of organic matter. It looks great where it can trail over or down a slope. It is a nice 
silver color that looks good against the pale rocks in the hill country.

F. Thymus citriodora, Lemon Thyme, 

  Nice landscape plant and good for cooking. It is a very prostrate growing plant may 3 
inches tall. Make sure it has mineral soil and excellent drainage. It likes it a touch dry so 
keep away from places that get lots of water. The leaves are tiny but have nice lemon scent 
when crushed. It helps to have some protection from the summer sun in the afternoons.

G. Thymus praecox, Creeping Thyme,

  This is another little creeping Thyme. Won’t get much more than 4 inches tall and will 
spread 2-3 feet a season. Like all thymes this one also wants dry-ish, well drained mineral 
soil. Give it protection from the worst of the summer sun. Keep it on the dry side. It helps 
to have some protection from the summer sun in the afternoons

H. Veronica pectinata, Blue woolly Speedwell, 

  This plant is a low ground cover that is covered with beautiful blue flowers in the spring. 
You can’t beat that. It only gets 2 inches tall but spread up to 20 inches. Just plant it 
where it is protected from the afternoon summer sun. It needs well drained soil and hates 
heavy wet soil. It can get by with 1-2 deep waterings in each of the summer months.

I. Viola missourensis, Missouri Violets,

  In the moist wooded canyons of the hill country you can find our native Violet. It grows 
in the shade in soil made from decaying leaf mulch. It likes a cool north or east facing 
exposures in soil with lots of organic matter that drains well. It will die back in the summer 
if it gets to dry but will reappear after the weather cools and rains fall in September. It gets 
about 6 inches tall and about 4 inches around and if you provide the right growing condi-
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C.
Origanum rotkrugel

C.  Origanum x rotkrugel, Standing Oregano,

  This is a selection that is a low growing mound up to 8 inches tall and 1 foot flower spikes 
in the late spring. The Flower spikes are globular and a nice purple color.



                                                                 Palms and Cycads.
  There are untold tens of thousands of palms and cycads in the world. The vast majority are tropical and freeze here. Most of 
the palms and cycads species cultivated in the US are grown in frost free areas of California and Florida. Palms and Cycads that 
come to us from those areas have dubious record as to their cold hardiness. With that in mind I started doing my own research 
to find cold hardy palms for our area. It was also important to look for species that would be adapted to our soils. There  might 
be as many as 200 species of cold hardy palms we could grow. From that I picked those that are the most ornamental and 
easiest to grow. 

A.
Brahea bella 

B.
Brahea berlangieri

D.
Brahea dulcis

E.
Ceratozamia hildae

G.
Chamaedorea microspadix

F.
Ceratozamia latifolia

H.
Chamaedorea radicalis

I.
Chamaerops humilis

A. Brahea Bella. Rock Palm, 

  Braheas are Mexican desert palms that as a group are pretty cold hardy. This is a gem of 
a palm. It is very rare in Cultivation.  If you drive south of Laredo into Mexico you will see 
this palm on the rocky hills you come to about 45 miles south. It loves dry rocky limestone 
and is perfect for the Hill country. It gets about six feet tall and has a short trunk. It very 
drought tolerant and can stand our cold. Like many desert plants it grows very slowly.

B. Brahea berlangieri. Mountain Rock Palm, 
  
  The first mountains you pass from Laredo on your way to Monterrey have this palm 
growing there. It is bigger and faster growing than normal Rock Palm but in all ways very 
similar. It also loves limestone, drought and heat. It is a great choice for any soilless rocky 
site. The biggest I have seen are about twenty feet tall but it may take a few decades for 
them to get that big.

D. Brahea dulcis, Super Silver Rock, 

  Like the one above just with whitish silver leaves. A lot like Brahea armata that can take 
our humidity. This is a spectacular palm tree that grows on limestone and can take hot and 
dry conditions. It is excellent choice for a hill country site. It grows slowly but will live a 
very long, long time.

E.  Ceratozamia hildae, Mexican Bamboo Cycad,
This very rare cycad found in the oak/pine forest of eastern Mexico. It’s high elevation habi-
tat makes it cold hardy. It is found on dry rocky limestone so it grows well in the hill country. 
This is fantastically beautiful shrub. The new leaves come out in the spring and they unfurl 
like a fern. They have a shocking bronze color, shifting to green by midsummer. Cycads are 
conifers and the seed and pollen are in cones coming up from the rootstock. A full grown 
plant will get about 8 feet tall and 4 feet around and the leaves are pretty upright growing.  
Find a prominent place for this plant in the shade. They are one of the most spectacular 
landscape plants.
F. Ceratozamia latifolia, Mexican Fern Cycad,
   This species is found in the mountains of eastern Mexico in the Oak/ Pine forests high 
enough to make them cold hardy enough for us. It is also has rocky limestone and erratic 
rainfall there, so they feel at home here. They like shade much more than they like the full 
sun. When the new leaves flush they have an even darker color than Bamboo Cycad, Fern 
cycad new leaves are almost chocolate brown. On this plant the leaves tend to lean out hori-
zontal and it gets about 8 feet around and 4 feet tall when full grown. It is an unforgettable 

G. Chamaedorea microspadix, Bamboo Palm, 
  This is an excellent cold hardy palm from the mountains of eastern Mexico. They can be 
found growing in the areas where you find the two ceratozamias in dry rocky pine/ oak 
forests. The forests are seasonal dry so they do good here with our erratic rainfall. They 
would do better with some irrigation in the hot season. The grown in a thick column like 
bamboo about 4 feet around and 8 feet tall, a perfect size for most gardens. They appreci-
ate good fertile soil. They are also evergreen and can take temperatures as low as the mid 

H. Chamaedorea radicalis, Hardy Parlor Palm,
 This species can be found with Bamboo palm and the Ceratozamias in the dry rocky for-
ests. This species has the big, broad fronds that arch up and out just like the parlor palms 
of the Victorian age. They great thing is this palm can take temperatures in the teens. You 
can turn you live oak grove into an interesting subtropical garden of Eden with groves of 
all four of the palms and cycads. Hardy parlor palm gets about 6 feet tall and about 8 feet 
around and since it is evergreen makes a good screen just like bamboo palm. It does bet-
ter with shade than sun.

I. Chamaerops humilis,  Med. Fan Palm Upright form,
  They grow right out of limestone rock around the Mediterranean Sea. This makes perfect 
for our landscapes. There are a few forms, this one tends to grow upright and not sucker 
as much. Because that is gets a little taller than the clump forms. It can get 10 feet tall full 
grown.  It is very cold hardy and evergreen. The mistake most common in landscapes in to 
plant these plants like trees and they need to be planted in groups, to form colonies. This 
species is a great choice for a hot sunny site with unimproved soil.
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C.
Brahea dulcis

C. Brahea dulcis, Grey Rock Palm, 

  This is a rare palm that grows in the mountains of eastern Mexico. The crazy thing is 
you can see them up to 9000 feet in the pine forest, these bright grey palms in amongst 
the pines. They are of course cold hardy, plus the love rocky soil and can stand heat and 
drought. This is not a good plant for heavy or wet soils. The great thing is you can dig a 
hole in the limestone and plant them and they love it.



A. Chamaerops humilis var cerifera. Silver Med-fan Palm, 

  Home to this form is the mountains of Morocco. It is more cold hardy than the regular 
species but it needs the best drainage you can give it. It likes mineral soil like a cactus 
would. It can take sun, drought and cold, so it is a great plant for the hill country on any 
rocky site. Where the other forms are nice medium green this variety is a ghostly silver 
with thinner, more dissected fronds. Like quite a few desert plants it is slow to grow but 
on the other hand it is very long lived. Keep it away from wet places, clay soil or standing 

A.
C. humilis cerifera

B.
Cycas panzhihauensis 

C.
Cycas taitungensus

E.
Livinstonia nitida

E.
Nannorrhops ritchianna”

H.
Phoenix canariensis

G.
Phoenix loureiri

I.
Phoenix dactylifera

I.
Sabal bermudana

B. Cycas panzhihauensis, Empress Sago Palm, 
  This is an extremely rare species of Cycad was only discovered in 1979 in remote southern 
china. It grows in scrubby, dry forests on alkaline soils high enough up to be cold hardy.  
The leaves are not as stiff as a sago palm and they get to 4 feet long so the plant may be 
6 feet tall and 8 feet across, and it grows a little more upright than a regular sago does. It 
normally sheds all it leaves once a year when the new ones start growing in the spring. You 
can get 2-3 flushes with the proper care which means it grows 3 times faster. Plant in good 
fertile soil and give it a 1-2 watering a month in the summer.

C. Cycas taitungensis, Emperor Sago Palm,
This is also a bigger plant than a normal sago palm. The leaves are longer so they get up to 
6 feet across. They can live a very long time. Make sure to plant them in good fertile gar-
den soil. Make sure they have good drainage. Some protection from the afternoon summer 
sun keeps the leaves from scorching. Like all Cycas you can cut off the leaves in the winter 
if they get beat up. Fresh leaves will sprout in the spring. If it gets really cold like in the 
lower teens it would be a good Idea to cut off the leaves and wrap the whole thing trunk 
and all with a blanket to protect it from the cold.

E. Livinstonia nitida, Carnavon Gorge fan Palm, 

  This species was just described in the last 20 years from interior of Australia. It is more 
sun, drought and cold tolerant than any other Livinstonia. They can grow to 30 feet over 
the decades. You can expect 8-12 feet in the first 10 years and about 6 feet across. I would 
plant it on an eastern exposure in improved garden soil and would water it a couple times a 
month each summer. After the first five years it will be able to grow well without any care.

F. Nannorrhops ritchianna, Mazari palm,
  This is one cold hardy palm. It is found in Afghanistan up to about 6000 feet. It grows like 
Dwarf Palmetto with its trunk underground so it forms a colony of short stems growing up 4-5 
feet from the ground. The leaves are an attractive gray to silver color and the whole plant can 
get 10-15 feet around. It is slow growing and might not get that size in 2-3 decades. It wants 
to be in the full sun and is very drought tolerant. It can grow perfectly well in the native soil. 
Don’t plant it where water builds up or where it stands after a rain. This a desert palm that 
resembles Saw Palmetto from Florida but it dislikes swamps and loves rocky hills.

G. Phoenix Loureiri var. humilis, Dwarf Date Palm, 
  This is a small, more cold hardy version of Phoenix robellini. Dwarf date palm is less spiny, 
slightly gray and can take the middle 20’s. It will grow as a mutli-trunked shrub to about 
8 feet tall. The clusters of trunks can get to about 10 feet across so make sure you have 
plenty of space. It can take full sun to part shade and it likes good garden soil and during 
the dry summer months give about 2 waterings a month. This is a great palm for large 
containers, in colder parts of Austin throw a sheet of frost cloth over it if the temperatures 
drop below 25. If you plant it in a protected courtyard, on a south facing slope or against a 
south wall it should not need to much extra protection.

H. Phoenix canariensis, Canary Island Palm, 
  This is a really big massive palm. It should be cold hardy in central part of the city. It’s 
is hard to find the small one like we have. The problem with most palm plantings is they 
only put in a few big specimens because of the cost. You can get a better effect by plant-
ing a big specimen and some smaller one around it and it will fit into the landscape better. 
Phoenix Palms are all drought tolerant just don’t plant them in soil that stays to wet. Plant 
them on a south facing aspect for protection. Give this one lots of room because they can 

I. Phoenix dactylifera, Date Palm, 

  Date palm is a mid sized big palm about 40 feet tall and 20 feet around. They are a bit 
grayer than Canary Palm and look like they are from a desert, which they are. Plant them 
on a on the south facing exposure for protection, in the full sun. Make sure the soil doesn’t 
stay wet and does not have too much clay in it. Plant them in a grove for the best effect. 
Once established they don’t need any care.

 J. Sabal bemudana, Bermuda Palm, 
  This Palm is only native to the island of Bermuda which is frost free. The odd thing is this 
palm can stand temperatures down into the teens. It is a large palm that can get up to 80 
feet tall and 20 feet across, so plan accordingly. Make sure they are planted where they have 
deep soil in the full sun. The first few years you should water them during the dry months. 
Once they get established they is no need for extra water. They will grow faster with more 
water. They make a fine choice in places that collects water. If you do plant this or other 
palms try to resist just planting one, they look much better grouped in groves.
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D.
Livinstonia chinensis

D. Livinstonia chinensis, Chinese Fan Palm, 

  This is one of the few trunked palms that needs the shade. It has bright shiny fan like 
leaves. It Gets damaged in the low twenties do plant it in a protect place. It needs slightly 
improved soil and keeps it’s tropical look if it gets 1-2 waterings a month during the sum-
mer. Over the decades it can grow to 25 feet, but for the first decades it will be more like a 
big shrub that is 8 feet across. It does best under big trees like a pecans or a cedar elms.



A. Sabal mexicana, Texas Palm, 

  This is our native palm from down in the Rio Grande valley. It’s a big palm getting 80-90 
feet tall and 20-25 feet across. It does better with deep soil like you find in pecan groves. 
They are found on the waters edge and river terraces. They look better if you plant them 
where rain water will collect or where then get some irrigation during the summer months.

A.
Sabal mexicana

B.
Sabal uresana

C.
Serenoa repens

E.
Zamia furfuracea

G.
Canna “Compact Salmon”

H.
Canna glauca

I.
Canna “Tama tulipa”

B. Sabal uresana, Blue Sabal, 

  Found in western Mexico they look similar to both Bermuda and Texas palm. Blue Palm is 
a little smaller but the big difference is the leaves are a blue gray color. It grows in a hotter 
and drier area so it can stand drier conditions than the other two but it has about the same 
cold hardiness. Give it lots of space, in areas with deep soil and it grows best in full sun 
with water during the dry months.

C. Serenoa repens Saw palmetto, 

  Saw Palmetto forms thickets in south Florida. In our much drier climate it makes a nice 
evergreen shrub. It gets about 6 feet tall and about 4 feet around. It grows best in the 
shade but will tolerate some morning sun. It can grow in any soil but it like soil that stays 
wet. During the summer months it would like 1-2 waterings a month.

E. Zamia furfuracea, Cardboard Palm, 
  This is a Mexican species that grows in the sand and beach rubble on the gulf side of the 
country. It needs protection from temperature below 25 degrees so plant it in a protected 
place like on a south facing slope or in a courtyard. It like full sun to parts shade, it likes 
well drained soil that has a good amount of minerals like sand and gravel. Don’t plant it in 
wet clay soils of it will rot. The leaves are stiff which is why it gets its name. They come out 
in the spring light bronze to olive color and fade to a yellow green later in the summer. It 
gets to be a globe shape about 3-4 feet across/

                                             Bulbs.
We include plant species here that grow up from a bulb or some other underground organ. We have picked bulbs 
based on how well the grow in our climate and soils. We looked for bulbs that when plants will naturalize and in-
crease the number of bulbs with out any care.
We are not growing all of these species in pots. To purchase those grown in the ground  you will have to order 
them from us but we need about 2 weeks to schedule time to dig them. Almost all can be dug year round except 
when they are in bloom. The prices will be for each bulb. 

                                                 Cannas.  
  They are mostly tall, perennial garden plants with tropical looking foliage and bright flower 
that blooms for months and months. They freeze down in the winter months and starts 
growing back from the roots the end of march. All species can grow in water and will like to 
be planted either where they get some water in the summer time or where water pools up. 
They like moist soil and don’t mind any soil as long as it holds water. It a great plant for the 
worst drained, clay areas. The species we grow don’t have the garish big flower clusters; 
they have smaller more subtle flowers and more subtle colors. All our selections are tough, 
disease and insect resistant.

F. Canna hyb, “Compact Salmon,” 

  This is a very short compact Canna that gets maybe 3 feet tall. It is great for small 
areas. One of it parents is our native Canna glauca and it has narrow spear shaped leaves 
that are covered with grayish coating like it native parent. The flowers are a pastel salmon 
color, which blends well with other garden plants.

H. Canna glauca, Texas Canna,

  Our Native Canna is found in swampy areas down on the coast. It is a tall Canna that 
grows to 8 feet tall. The leaves are narrow long and tapering like a spear point and are 
covered with a whitish power which make a very attractive plant even when it’s not bloom-
ing. Like all Cannas it blooms a long time, almost the entire growing season. The flowers 
are singles on a stalk above the foliage, they are a pale buttery yellow and not the garish 
type, like most Cannas. Canna glauca and its hybrids don’t get canna leaf rollers

I. Canna indica x glauca, “Tama tulipa”, 

   This is a Canna native to  the coast of Tamaulipas, Mexico. It is very tall up to 8 feet tall 
and has nice bicolor flowers. The flower petals are red and the base and yellow  towards 
the edge and it has some small red spots. The petals are narrow and you can see each 
flower on the stalk. As a child of glauca it is tough and has the same narrow leaves. 
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D.
Zamia floridana

D. Zamia Floridana, Coontie, 

  Coontie is one of the few cycads native to the US. It is found on dry, rocky or sandy sites. 
This is good for us because all the sand and rock in Florida are limestone or shell debris 
and have a pH like our soils. The trunk of this plant is mostly underground and they send 
up a flush of new leaves each season. Plant it in full sun to part shade. Make sure the soil 
is mostly mineral, well drained and about 1 foot or more deep. They can eventually grow to 
plants about 4 feet around. 



A. Canna indica X warszewiczii, “Red edge”, 

  What makes this plant neat is the leaves are wavy and have a distinct red edge. It is a 
mid seized Canna that grows to about 6 feet tall. This plant has nice slim flower stalks 
with bright red flowers. An added attraction is this species is that it set seeds and the seed 
capsules are bright red and from a distance look like part of the flowers. This is another 
Mexican coastal plant that is a natural hybrid of two Mexican species.

A.
Canna “Red Edge”

B.
Canna indica 

C.
Colocasia esculenta

E.
Habranthus brachyandrus

F.
Hedychium coronarium

G.
H. x johnsonii

H.
H. x “Guess What?”

I.
H.x “Voodoo”

B. Canna indca, Old Bronze Giant,

  This is the old canna that has bronze to purple leaf color. The flowers are s nice bright 
orange that contrast well with the foliage. It grows to about 7 feet tall. It is a tough old 
selection that is pest and disease free.  

C. Colocasia esculenta, Red Stem Elephant Ear, 
  Colocaisa is a deciduous perennial like Canna lilies. In the winter it dies back to the ground 
and in the spring sprouts back from the roots. It like heat and doesn’t get going till late 
spring. It gets up to full size quickly and gets about 3 feet tall. It like a wetter spot like 
Canna and it can grow in the water. It’s an excellent pond plant. What makes this a striking 
plant is the rhubarb red stems and the contrast with it big green tropical leaves. It does bet-
ter in shade than sun mostly because in the sun it need so much more water. Good around 
places where moisture collects like rain gutter down spouts, Air conditioner drains or places 
like bird baths.

E. Habranthus brachyandrus, Pink Trumpet lily, 
  This bulb is closely related to our native rain lilies. It starts blooming during the summer 
anytime it rains. The foliage stays up until it freezes back in the winter. They grow in the 
full sun and grow best in grasslands with that real black heavy clay soil. We like to plant 
them in sedge meadows and other grassy places. This species has very large flowers. They 
are trumpet 2 inches across and 3 inches long. They are pink with a dark maroon to purple 
throat. Plant the bulbs and forget about them they need no care and over the years the 
bulbs will divide on their own and make nice clumps of plants. 

F.	 Hedychium	coronarium,	Fragrant	butterfly	Ginger,
  You have to smell this to believe it, one of my favor smells. You grow gingers like you 
would Cannas. They like rich, moist soil. They are big up to 6 feet tall with big tropical 
leaves. They are great around water features and pools. The leaves scorch in the sun so 
plant them in the shade. The flowers stalks are on the top of the plant after it has grown to 
it full height for the season. Gingers don’t break ground until it is well warm in late April. 
The flowers start to show in the summer. They are a pale buttery yellow and smell like 
heaven. 

                                   Hippeastrum. 
  Most know this plant as Dutch Amaryllis. They are forcing bulbs with the huge red trumpet flowers. The great thing is some 
of the older varieties is that they are cold hardy enough to grow outside. Two of the kinds we grow were collected from old 
abandoned city lots. They are hard to identify because the amount of breeding they have under gone. So we take our names 
with a grain of salt. These bulbs love clay soil, shade and extra moisture. They will naturalize under those kinds of conditions. 
The bulbs offset and over the years they become large clumps with many bulbs in them. They can get 3 feet around with 30-40 
bulbs. They get 3 feet tall. Each bulb will have one or two flowers spikes each spike may have 4 or more flowers. They are big 
trumpet like lily blooms mostly in shades of red.

G. Hippeastrum x johnsonii, St. Johns Lily, 

  This is a tough and long lived bulb for us. It will outlive our houses. It has bright red 5 
inch trumpet flowers that are slightly fragrant in the summer. The plant is about 3 feet tall 
with the flower spike and a mature clump can be 3 feet around. Plant in a shady woodland 
setting and the bright red flowers are spectacularly bright and show up well in the shade. 
The flowers have a prominent white stripe done the middle of each petal.   

H. Hippeastrum, x “Guess what?” 

  One clump I have sets seed. It is the only one out of hundreds and it produces a few 
thousand seed every year. These are the seedlings. They are  full sized plants with red 
flowers. Plant them like the others.

I. Hippeastrum x “Voodoo”, 

  This looks like a ½ scale version of St. Johns Lily. It is nice for smaller areas like court-
yards and Condominium yards. This selection only gets 18 inches tall and doesn’t form such 
large clumps.
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D.
Globba winitii

D. Globba winitii, White Dancing ladies,
  All of our Gingers are area hardy here, they are deciduous and grow like Cannas. They 
die back to the root stock in the winter. This plant gets its name from the flowers that hang 
down in cluster like grapes. It is a tropical looking plant that has big broad leaves and gets 
about 4 feet tall. A full grown clump might have 15 -20 shoots and each shoot may have 
more than one flower cluster. This one has white bracts around the flowers and the yellow 
stamens stick out of the clusters up to 3 inches. You want to grow them in rich garden 
soil in the shade and make sure they get good water a couple of times each month of the 
growing season.



A. Hippeastrum X ackermannii, Ackerman Amaryllis,

  The Plant on this selection seems to be like H. johnsonii. The planting requirements are 
the same. The flowers on this plant have the white stripe that doesn’t reach the petal tip 
and the petals are broader and the tips less spiky so the blooms looks fatter and rounder.

A.
H. x ackermannii

B.
Hymenocallis 

C.
Iris giganticaerulea

E.
Lycoris raditata

F.
Rhodophiala bifida

G.
Zephyranthes candida

I.
Zephyranthes “Ajax”

B. Hymenocallis caribaea, Spider lily, 
  This plant has long flat strap like leaves that freeze down every winter, they grow back 
every spring and bloom in the late spring. The flowers are delicate white and very fragrant. 
It is a very perfume like smell. Spider lilies grow in swamps so make sure they get enough 
water. You can even grow them in a pond. A mature clump can get 3 feet tall and 3 feet 
around. In our heat they prefer shade and they like rich clay soil. I have seen Spider lilies 
growing in bar ditches down on the coast in standing water in the stickiest black gumbo 
clay. The fragrance is so nice you should plant this near patios, porches and windows.

C.	 Iris	giganticaerulea,	Blue	flag	Iris,	

  This is the state flower of Louisiana. This is a large plant up to 4 feet tall topped with vari-
ous color flowers. The leaves are flat, fan shaped and evergreen. The clumps spread and 
can make big colonies if the conditions are right. They are true swamp plant and can be 
used in the water. To grow them well you need to plant them in moist soil that holds water 
like clay. They do much better the more sun they get. We have 2 flower colors, Sky Blue 
and Purple.

E. Lycoris raditata, Red spider Lily.
   This bulb has comes up in the late spring or early summer. It has red trumpet flowers 
with long stamens that make it look like a Azalea flower. The flower stalks come up before 
the leaves and make a striking display. The leaves stay up for the rest of the season feed-
ing the bulb as they grow larger and divide. Plant in the light shade to full sun. The bulb 
like to be pretty deep so you need at least a foot of soil. They are not particular about the 
soil but they can grow in hard to work clay. They are great in spots that have heavy clay 
soils and will naturalize over the years. 

F.	 Rhodophiala	bifida,	Ox	Blood	Lily,	
  
  In September the rains start and this bulb breaks its dormancy and sends up flowers. It 
has large bright red trumpet shaped flower about 3 inches long and 2 inches across. A large 
bulb may send up 3-4 flower stalks each with 4 flowers. One bulb can offset many other 
bulbs and you can have a good sized colony in just a few years with hundreds of flowers. 
Ox bloods grow in any soil but you need as least  18 inches of it. They don’t mind clay or 

                                          Zephyranthes. 

  In Texas we don’t have lots of classic spring bulbs. We do have a few early summer bulbs that come up in response to rains 
in the summer months. They come in Yellows, Whites, Reds and Pinks. The flowers usually come first then the leaves come up 
and the plant grows into the late fall and dies back to the bulb. Plant them in full sun only. Good garden soil will work but they 
can stand wet clay like bar ditches with standing water. They don’t need any watering. Find a site with worst, sticky clay and let 
them naturalize. We plant them in low grasses and ground covers for a nice dash of color though the summer.

G. Zephyranthes candida, Evergreen Rain lily, 

  This is one of the few Rain lilies with evergreen foliage. The leaves look like grass clumps 
and mix well with small grasses and sedges. This species produces the most flowers per 
bulbs and it offsets so fast the number of bulbs doubles almost every season.

I. Zephyranthes x hyb, Ajax,

Z. “Ajax” has light yellow flowers, its parents are Z. candida and Z. citrina. The flowers are 
about 1 ½ inches. The bulbs multiply well.
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D.
L. “Gary Hammer”

D. Ledebouria sp. “Gary Hammer”,
  Ledebouria’s are also called African Hyacinths. They are colony forming bulbs with inter-
esting spotted leaves and greenish white flowers. There are lots of species very few which 
have got into gardens. The leaves get to 1 foot long and the clumps get about 20 inches 
across. They a pretty short, only getting 6 inches tall when full grown. They are drought 
tolerant but the foliage dies back in the summer so they look best in light shade with a 2 
watering a month during the summer. They do best in enriched garden soil, just make sure 
it drains because the bulbs can rot if they stay to wet.

H.
Z. drummondii

H. Zephyranthes drummondii, Evergreen Rain lily, 

 We have 2 white rain lilies in central Texas, a large spring blooming one and a smaller 
fall bloomer. This is the larger spring bloomer. It has big 3 inches flowers and they offset 
pretty fast.



A. Zephyranthes x hyb, “La buffarosa”, 

  This bulb was found in Northeast Mexico and has big flowers that range from dark pink to 
almost white. It has lots of flowers and offsets rapidly

A.
Z. x “La Buffarosa”

B.
Z. x Grandjax

D.
Carex frankii

E.
Dichromena colorata

G.
Eleochris rostellata

F.
Eleochris montevedensis

H.
Juncus effusus

I.
Juncus patens

B. Zephyranthes x hyb, “Grandjax”, 

  This is a pink flowered selection. Its parents are Z. Ajax and Z. Grandiflora. It flowers a 
good deal and offsets pretty fast.

                              Wetland Plants.
We grow a selection of wetland plants that can be used for landscapes of restoration. Keep in mind some of the species in 
other lists like Cannas, Hymenocallis and Iris can be used for the same purpose. The reason we grow these plants is the part 
of Texas in the 25-35 inch a year of rain because we have a unique type of wetlands. They can tend to be dry for extended pe-
riods. The normal species from east in higher rain fall areas would not tolerate the dry periods. Our local clones of those same 
species have evolved with our climate and withstand the dry periods that the same species from other locations can not. We 
have taken pains to collects some of those most dry tolerant local clones. We have used 20 years experience to also find which 

D. Carex frankii, Frank’s Sedge,

  I found seed for this plant on a clump growing in the water right below Tom miller dam. It 
is a tall light green plant with an upright growing habit to about 36 inches tall.  It can get 
to about 30 inches around, so it is pretty big for sedge. This is another good erosion control 
plant that we sell for that reason. It only grows well in or near water. It is tough and with 
stands floods and won’t get washed away in the fastest water.

E. Dichromena colorata,White Top Sedge.
   This plant can be found along creeks and streams throughout Texas. The base of the 
leaves, surrounding the flowers have a splash of white just like the bracts on a poinsettia 
are red. These look like little white stars in the grass and it is very ornamental. This is a run-
ning species but since it only grows where the soil stays wet it won’t grow into dry parts of 
a landscape. Plant in the full sun and make sure the soil will stay wet. It does well in heavy 
soils and clay like in bar ditches and where water stands after it rains. It gets about a 1 foot 
tall and it may spread 3-4 feet a season. This is a nice plant for an edge of a pond.

F. Eleochris montevedensis, Dwarf creeping spike rush, 

  Commonly found in Texas where ever there is shallow water, creek banks, stock tanks, bar 
ditches. It will die back to the roots during droughts. It is a 6 inch tall, grass like plant the 
sends out runners like a sod and forms colonies. It only does well in sun and places that are 
wet most months of the year. It likes heavy clay soils that hold extra water. It’s small scale 
makes it perfect for back yard ponds and even wet dish gardens. It is also a good edge plant 
in landscaped areas that are low and wet and around water features.

G. Eleochris rostellata. Walking spike rush. 
  Found on the banks of stream, rivers and ponds. This is a premier erosion control spe-
cies. The way it walks is when the tips of the leaves touch the ground they form a little 
plantlet. Since the leaves get 2 feet long it can spread very rapidly to cover a creek bank. 
Since the tips root and form a new plant it produces thick mats that protect banks from 
eroding. It grows in the sun and in or near water only. It’s narrow wire like leaves grow up 
to 2 feet. Since they lay over the plant or it’s colonies only get 6-8 inches tall. It is one of 

H. Juncus effusus, Soft Rush,

Soft rush is a common water plant in the US and it makes a nice landscape plant because 
it is so adaptable over such a large area. The plant forms clumps of evergreen foliage that 
get about 3 feet tall and about 3 feet around. The leaves are round, stiff and green and 
that stand up very straight. It likes good garden soil and likes moister soil. It grows better 
in sun than in shade but a few hours of shade won’t hurt. It can be planted right in water 
for ponds or on stream banks. It is a good species to use to control bank erosion.

I. Juncus patens, Gray rush, 

This is a California native. You can find in along creeks and streams. It has a valuable 
characteristic, it grows in areas where the water might dry up in the summer so has some 
drought tolerance. It gets about 24-30 inches tall and gets pretty wide, up to 4 feet around. 
It like good soil and moisture in the summer keeps it looking good. It prefers sun but a 
little protection for the afternoon summer sun keeps it looking better. This species has a 
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C.
Carex emoryi

C. Carex  emoryi, Emory Sedge,  
  Emory sedge is unique in that it spread by runners instead of making clumps. It is the 
best erosion control species we have ever seen. It holds creek banks better than anything 
else. In the biggest floods on Onion creek over the last 25 years, it has held its place bet-
ter than even the trees. The stalks of leaves grow straight up to about 30 inches then the 
leaves bend and cascade down. It is evergreen and always looks neat. The plant is a dark 
green. It can spread 6-8 feet a season. It is great for stream banks, stock tanks and ponds.



A. Justicia americana, Water Willow, 

  This is a much different plant than the other shrimp plants. This is not really a garden 
plant. It is an aquatic plant. It is used for creek restoration. It does make a good plant for 
an ornamental pond. It spreads pretty good and forms colonies up to a few yards around. 
It get about 2 feet tall with little white clusters of flowers at the shoot tops. It does best in 
water in the full sun.

A.
Justicia americana

B.
Marselia macropoda 

C.
Saurus cernuus

B. Marselia macropoda, Clover fern, 
  This is a true fern that is found on wet pond and stream banks. It does well in a sunny 
garden spot. It does spread and make a good ground cover. It can get really thick and 
choke out any other plant less than 1 foot tall. It only grows well in the sun and in moist 
soil so make sure it gets them both. It grows well in any soil but a advantage is it does well 
in thick heavy clay when lots of other plants won’t. It get about 6 inches tall but it will grow 
many feet in all direction with enough water. Good for bar ditches and other places where 
water collects. It is a good pond plant in places small as aquariums to the biggest lakes.

C. Saurus cernuus, Lizard Tail, 

  Lizard tail is found is shallow water, creek banks and pond edges. It spreads by stolons 
and forms colonies. It is great for holding banks and is a nice foliage plant for large to me-
dium ponds. It grows about 2 feet tall and at the end of each stalk has a yellow spike that 
looks like a lizard tail. It needs constant moisture but can stand some temporary dryness. 
If it stays dry more than a few weeks in the summer it won’t survive.
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D.
Spilanthes americana

D.  Spilanthes Americana, Water Daisy, 

  Water daisy grows on Stream banks and pond edges. It spreads from runners extensively. 
Good for bank stabilization and stop erosion. Grows about 1 foot tall but can run 10-15 feet 
a season. It’s is attractive plant for large space like stock ponds and stream banks. Covers 
quickly, grows better in the full sun but can stand some part shade. Good for any moist 
soil. Excellent for steep banks.

trianglular spacing in inches row A distance Sq in /plant 1 sq ft 10 sq ft 100 sq ft 1000 sq ft
6 in 6 5.20 31.18 4.62 46.19 461.89 4,618.94
8 in 8 6.93 55.42 2.60 25.98 259.82 2,598.15
10 in 10 8.66 86.60 1.66 16.63 166.28 1,662.82

1 ft         12 in 12 10.39 124.70 1.15 11.55 115.47 1,154.73
14 in 14 12.12 169.74 0.85 8.48 84.84 848.38
15 in 15 12.99 194.85 0.74 7.39 73.90 739.03
16 in 16 13.86 221.70 0.65 6.50 64.95 649.54
18 in 18 15.59 280.58 0.51 5.13 51.32 513.22
20 in 20 17.32 346.40 0.42 4.16 41.57 415.70
22 in 22 19.05 419.14 0.34 3.44 34.36 343.56

 2 ft        24 in 24 20.78 498.82 0.29 2.89 28.87 288.68
26 in 26 22.52 585.42 0.25 2.46 24.60 245.98
28 in 28 24.25 678.94 0.21 2.12 21.21 212.09
30 in 30 25.98 779.40 0.18 1.85 18.48 184.76
32 in 32 27.71 886.78 0.16 1.62 16.24 162.38
34 in 33 28.58 943.07 0.15 1.53 15.27 152.69

3 ft        36 in 36 31.18 1122.34 0.13 1.28 12.83 128.30
38 in 38 32.91 1250.50 0.12 1.15 11.52 115.15
40 in 40 34.64 1385.60 0.10 1.04 10.39 103.93
42 in 42 36.37 1527.62 0.09 0.94 9.43 94.26
44 in 44 38.10 1676.58 0.09 0.86 8.59 85.89
46 in 46 39.84 1832.46 0.08 0.79 7.86 78.58

 4ft        48 in 48 41.57 1995.26 0.07 0.72 7.22 72.17
50 in 50 43.30 2165.00 0.07 0.67 6.65 66.51
52 in 52 45.03 2341.66 0.06 0.61 6.15 61.49
54 in 54 46.76 2525.26 0.06 0.57 5.70 57.02
56 in 56 48.50 2715.78 0.05 0.53 5.30 53.02
58 in 58 50.23 2913.22 0.05 0.49 4.94 49.43

5 ft        60 in 60 51.96 3117.60 0.05 0.46 4.62 46.19
6 ft 72 62.35 4489.34 0.03 0.32 3.21 32.08
8 ft 94 81.40 7651.98 0.02 0.19 1.88 18.82
10 ft 120 103.92 12470.40 0.01 0.12 1.15 11.55
12 ft 144 124.70 17957.38 0.01 0.08 0.80 8.02
15 ft 180 155.88 28058.40 0.01 0.05 0.51 5.13
20 ft 240 207.84 49881.60 0.00 0.03 0.29 2.89
25 ft 300 259.80 77940.00 0.00 0.02 0.18 1.85
30 ft 360 311.76 112233.60 0.00 0.01 0.13 1.28
40 ft 480 415.68 199526.40 0.01 0.07 0.72

Below is a simple table for calculating the number of plants for a given area at dif-
ferent spacings.

If you have 2,300 square feet to cover with plants on 16 inch centers you have 
649.54 plants per 1000 square feet, times 2.3, you need 1494 plants.



McNeal Growers Ordering and shipping.
  

We have 3 shipping Zones,

A. Austin and vicinity.
B. San Antonio to Waco.
C. Dallas Metroplex and Greater Houston.

Zone A. Minimum order for delivery is $500 and it is 
$50 for each drop.

Zone B. minimum order for delivery is $600 and it is 
$80 for each drop.

Zone C. Minimum order for delivery is $900 and it is 
$175 for each drop.

We reserve the right to schedule the deliveries in a way that allows 
us to consolidate multiple orders  into one set of deliveries. 

The lines that demarcate the zones on the map are approximate and 
reserve the right to set more exactly based on roads conditions and 
traffic.

If we can consolidate orders and can delivery multiple orders in one 
trip we may be able to pass some of the cost reduction on to our 
customers.

Our drivers will do what the can to help but are not responsible for 
unloading orders.

Terms
Payment must be arranged before pickups or deliveries.

The Botanical names we use in the catalog conform as much as possible to international standards for Botanical 
Nomenclature. We try to keep scientific names updated as possible. That said we have a primary interest in cor-
rectly communicating plant identities with our customers and may at times forgo changes in names if it reduces 
the mutual understanding between us and our customers.

Warranty
No warranties are made, expressed, or implied. Upon customer acceptance of plants, McNeal 
Growers transfers any liability for them and the purchaser assumes all rights and responsibili-
ties. McNeal Growers must receive a claim in writing within 24 of a pick up or delivery for any 
adjustment to the order.

McNeal Growers is a wholesale Grower.
We sell to nursery and landscape professional for resale only. You must have a valid State of Texas Tax ID on file 
with us to purchase for us.
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Bulbs 
We plan on doing something different with the bulbs. Since they don’t grow well in containers we now grow most in the 
ground. We will sell them as individual bulbs and will dig as they get ordered. The only time they will not be available is when 
a particular species in blooming and for the month before and after. We will sell them in groups the number will depend on the 
bulb and be listed that way on the price sheets.

Only	order	those	you	know	you	want	because	orders	are	final	once	the	bulbs	are	dug.

Photos
We can only provide 1-2 e-mailed photos per order free, we will charge 
for any additional photos. We will work with those customers who order 
from us on a regular basis to meet their needs. Those we do sent will 
have to sent at low resolution so we don’t slow down our web service. 
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